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Coptic Icon  

 
“Hosanna to 
the Son of 

David! 
`Blessed is 

He who 
comes in the 
name of the 

Lord!' 
Hosanna in 

the highest!” 
 

(Matthew 21: 9) 
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His Grace Schedule during the Passion 
Week and the Resurrection Feast 

His Grace Bishop Suriel headed, last 
Friday of the Lent, to St. Anthony 
Monastery in Heathcote to celebrate the 
Pascha Week prayers. His Grace will be 
at the Monastery till Bright Saturday (18 
April). His Grace will celebrate the Feast 
of the Resurrection at St. Bishoy & St. 
Shenouda Parish in Bulleen. On Sunday 
of the Feast of the Resurrection (19 April), 
His Grace will receive clergy and 
members of the Coptic Orthodox faithful 
from 12 pm till 3 pm. On Monday 20 April 
His Grace along with the clergy and 
congregation will celebrate Easter 
Monday liturgy at St Anthony Monastery 
at 10 am; wishing our beloved Bishop His�
Grace Anba Suriel, and you all a blessed 
holy Pascha Week and a joyous Feast of 
the Resurrection.  

 

The Diocese Choir 
Under the guidance and blessings of His 
Grace Bishop Suriel, we would like to 
introduce to you the opportunity to join the 
Diocese Choir. Any new chanters and 
musicians, from all churches of the 
diocese, university age and above, who 
are keen to join the Diocese Choir are 
welcome. The choir is directed by Dr 
Lilian Rizk. We anticipate a blessed year 
full of events and studio recording. For 
more information, please contact Emad 
Awad, the administrator of the Choir, on: 
0423-000-005 or email:  

emad@awad.com.au 
 

St. Stephen & St Demiana’s  
Hymns Choir 

Under the patronage of His Grace Bishop 
Suriel, the diocese deacons and girls’ 
Hymns Choir welcome those who would 
like to join the group (Years 10 - 12, 
University & Graduates). Practicing for the 
“Resurrection Dinner” will start on 
Saturdays and Sundays. For more details 
call Nabil Mesiha on 0404756599; or 
Tony Mikhail on 0422896880. 
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Monthly Clergy Meeting 
Headed by His Grace Bishop Suriel, the 
monthly meeting of the clergy was held last 
Wednesday 8 April at Donvale. Several 
issues related to the service and projects of 
the Diocese were discussed. Among those 
issues was the development plan for 
Donvale, rejuvenation and accreditation of 
the Theological College; establishment of 
new churches in further potential areas in 
Melbourne; nominations for new priests; and 
also other subjects were on the agenda.  

 

The Annual Diocese Trip  
To Egypt 

 

Under the patronage of His Grace Bishop 
Suriel, the Annual Diocese Trip to Egypt will 
be from 28 November - 20 December 2009. 
Cost per person: $3777.  
The cost includes airfare ticket; 
accommodation with breakfast in Cairo, 
Alexandria, Elfayoum, Assiut, Sohag, and 
Luxor ; accommodation with breakfast and 
dinner in Sharm ElSheikh and St. Catherine; 
5 stars Nile cruise, 3 nights with full board.; 
stars air conditioned touring coaches; and 
entrance fees to tourist attraction sites. For 
reservation and details please call Emile 
Sydhom on: 0400-343-030. Last day for 
reservation is 31 May 2009. 

 

Annual Winter Youth Conventions 
Under the Patronage of His Grace Bishop 
Suriel and His Grace Bishop David, the 
general bishop in North America; the Annual 
Winter Youth Conventions for 2009 will be 
held at Philip Island in the period from 3�– 9 
July 09 as follows: 

 

University & Young Professionals 
Friday 3 July – Sunday 5 July 

 

Years 10 – 12� 
Sunday 5 July – Tuesday 7 July 

 

Years 7 – 9 � 
Tuesday 7 July – Thursday 9 July 

 

For convention information please contact 
Sylvia Rofaiel on 0431-536-444 
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   And  we  realize  that  the pains of Christ are our 
pains   that   we   deserved   therefore    Prophet  
Isaiah  said   “Surely  He  has  borne our grieves  
And    carried    our    sorrows …    But   He  was  
wounded     for   our   transgressions,   He   was  
bruised for our iniquities” (Is 53: 4, 5). 
Therefore,  our grieving  in  the  Passions Week  
is   not  for   Christ as much  as it is for our sins 
for which Christ suffered… 
After that we ask: How should we live the Holy Week ? 
It is known that everyone go through this week with extreme 
asceticism. And I do not want to go through the details of this 
asceticism with you but I want to lay down two elements and 
they are: feeling hungry and refraining from food you desire. 
And I remember what Prophet Daniel said about his worries “I 
was mourning three full weeks. I ate no pleasant food, no 
meat or wine came into my mouth, nor did I anoint myself at 
all…” (Dn 10:2, 3). 
Therefore, we should stay away from all entertainments and 
amusements and we better go into seclusion as much as we 
can so that we act upon the verse of Prophet Joel that says 
“Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly” (Jl 2:15). So 
everyone should stay away from too much talking and 
chatting to make time for prayers and the suitable spiritual 
readings.  
Our behavior outside the church should be consistent with our 
behavior inside it. Inside the church there are black curtains, 
sad hymns and readings that go with the Holy Week. So it is 
not appropriate that the person praying comes out of the 
church to an atmosphere of entertainment, joking and 
lukewarmness that ruins all his spiritualities inside the church. 
Women should not work during the Holy Week in Easter 
preparations of house arranging, cooking food and feast 
requirements.  
We, during the Holy Week, follow the Lord Christ’s news step 
by step during this week, according to the readings as they 
came in the Holy Bible, and this can be the source of your 
meditations along with what is added to it of prophecies from 
the Old Testament and the Psalms.  
The Holy Week includes a collection of Deep Great Hymns 
that has its spiritual impact, like the Great Agious Hymn, Pick 
Athrons Hymn, Omonogineese Hymn, the hymn of 
Remember me O Lord when You come into Your kingdom. 
And most of these hymns are in Good Friday which is the 
most sacred day of the year, so do not miss these hymns but 
let it have its impact on you.  
The repeated hymn throughout the week is (Thine is the 
power, the glory, the blessing and the majesty…). We say it to 
the Lord in the prayers of all hours in the whole week as if we 
say to Him: In all what has happened to You of pains and 
ingratitude from people, we know who You are, You are the 
one who has the power, the glory, the blessing and the 
majesty, O Emmanuel our God and our King.  
Let this hymn accompany you in your prayers outside the 
church as well. During the Holy Week, we do not pray the 
ordinary Agpeya prayers, so instead of that let your private 
prayers between you and God be with an open heart asking 
His mercy…  
And during this Holy Pascha, we, in the litany of each hour, 
we ask for everyone, in wonderful details in which we do not 
forget anyone as we pray for the church and the 
congregation, for everyone who has a need, everyone who is 
in trouble and we pray for our country.  
And we accompany these litanies with kneeling especially at 
the end of Good Friday. You too gather your litanies and ask 
the Lord for them in these holy days besides the church 
litanies. 
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Donating Auction Items to the Diocese Fundraising D inner 
Under The patronage of His Grace Bishop Suriel; The Diocese of Melbourne will be 
holding a Gala Dinner at “Grand Star Reception, Altona North” on Sunday 26 April 
2009 to celebrate the Holy Feast of Resurrection and announcing a new vision for our 
diocese. The Fundraising Committee is seeking items for the silent auction on the 
evening. If you have any item to donate, a return flight to Europe or a week holiday 
house in Egypt or a set of towels, toys, anything new or a service that people might 
buy, please contact Carol Khalil on 9874-8206 or Mob: 0411-380-388. Closing date for 
receiving the auction items is Sunday 19 April 09.  

English Liturgy Hymns  
As most of you are aware, our Diocese 
has recently adopted the Divine Liturgy 
book published by the Diocese of the 
Southern United States which should 
now be in use in our parishes. As the 
English translation is slightly different to 
what we have been used to; His Grace 
Bishop Suriel has asked all the deacons 
and congregation to learn and use a set 
of common tunes for the English 
congregational responses. These tunes 
are based on the Coptic responses and 
should be familiar to many of us.  
 A CD has been produced and distributed 
to deacons of the Diocese so that they 
may learn these new responses. You 
may also wish to download them from:  
http://www.copticheritage.org/PagEd+ind

ex-page_id-850.phtml 
The purpose of this approach is to allow 
standardisation of the English Liturgy 
responses across the Diocese. His 
Grace would like all the churches to be 
using the new responses by the feast of 
Pentecost this year God willing. 
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Clergy Program on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday  
Of the Evening Pascha during the Passion Week 

 
Ser. Church Day Date Speaker 

1 St. Bishoy & St. 
Shenouda Monday 13/04/2009 Fr. Tadros 

2 St. Mary Monday 13/04/2009 Fr. Shenouda 

3 St. Mark Monday 13/04/2009 Fr. Paul 

4 St. Verena Monday 13/04/2009 Fr. Macarius 

5 St. Mina & St. Marina Tuesday 14/04/2009 Fr. Danial  

6 
Archangel Michael & St. 

Anthony Tuesday 14/04/2009 Fr. Athanasius 

7 St. Mark Tuesday 14/04/2009 Fr. Marcos 

8 St. George Tuesday 14/04/2009 Fr. Arsanios 

9 St. Athanasius Wednesday 15/04/2009 Fr. Timothaou s 

10 St. Mina & St. Marina Wednesday 15/04/2009 Fr. An tonious 

11 
Archangel Micheal & St. 

Anthony 
Wednesday 15/04/2009 Fr. Habib-Girgis 

12 
St.Bishoy & St. 

Shenouda Wednesday 15/04/2009 Fr. Mina Ibrahim 

13 St. Mary Wednesday 15/04/2009 Fr. Paul 

14 St. Mark Wednesday 15/04/2009 Fr. Shenouda 

15 St. Verena Wednesday 15/04/2009 Fr. Samuel 

 

Resurrection Dinner Special Invitation!! 
 
 On Sunday 26th The Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Melbourne and its 
Affiliated Regions will hold its Annual Resurrection Dinner at Grand Star 
Reception 
 
The Diocese of Melbourne along with Epsajee magazine invites you to 
become a contribution partner for this very special event!  
By partnering with us, you will help raise funds for important diocese 
projects.  As a thank you for your generous support, your business will be 
heavily promoted on the night via several vehicles: 
 
Mention in the official full colour event program (given to each family to 
take home & includes mini business directory) 
 
All businesses will receive mention in a visual presentation during the 
evening   
 
Ongoing recognition in the community magazine 
If you would like to partner with us, please take a moment to select the 
level of contribution most appropriate for your business. 
 
Yes, I’d like to become a contribution partner with the Diocese of 
Melbourne: 
 
  Platinum Partner $1000 ½ page advertisement in official program  
  
  Gold Partner $750 ¼ page advertisement in official program 
 
  Silver  $500 banner advertisement in official program 
 
 
 
Thank you for your generous spirit and God bless you. 
 
 
Note:  Please forward all artwork (in the highest resolution possible) or 
details to Carol Khalil at the diocese office no later than Friday 17th April. 
 
You can contact Carol on 03 9874 8206 or 0411 380 388 or by email on  

secretary@melbcopts.org.au 
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COMPETITION OF THE GREAT LENT 
 

THE LAST WEEK - THE JEWISH FEASTS � (CONTINUED) 
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This is the last part of the Lent Competition, answ ers of all parts of the 
competition to be sent by email to: secretary@melbcopts.org.au or by post to 
the Diocese, P. O. Box 1150, Mitcham North, Vic 313 2.  The dead line for 
receiving the answers is Friday, 24 April 2009. Val uable prizes will be awarded 
on Thursday 14 May 09 (after the vesper of the Feas t of St Athanasius the 
Apostolic - 7:00 pm) at St. Athanasius Church at Do nvale.  
�
Q1: Refer to (Leviticus 23: 9 -14) 
The Feast of the First fruits was appointed at the beginning of the holy Hebrew year that 
starts with the Lord’s Passover. It was the feast when “a sheaf of the first fruits of the 
harvest” is brought to the priest, who shall wave it before the Lord, to be accepted on their 
behalf. It was brought to the priest “on the day after the Sabbath” i.e. Sunday. It was 
brought directly from the field “without any prior preparation or processing by men” and is 
offered together with a “burnt offering” not a sin offering. Thus the Feast of the First fruits 
symbolises the Resurrection of the Lord Christ from the dead. 
 

To what things were the following signifying: 
+ The sheaf of the first fruits: ------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
+ Waving it “on the day after the Sabbath” i.e. Sunday: -------------------------------------------- 
+ Bringing it straight from the field: ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
+ No sin offering to be offered with it: -------------------------------------------------------------------- 
+ Burnt offering to be of offered with it: ------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Q2: Refer to (Leviticus 23: 15 - 22, Exodus 23: 16 and 34: 22, Deuteronomy 16: 10, 16) 
The Feast of the Weeks was appointed fifty days as of the Feast of the First fruits. It was 
also called the Feast of the Harvest.  
This feast refers to the descending of the Holy Spirit, that unite the entire creation; Jews 
and Gentiles, and makes of them the Body of Christ; meaning the Church (1Corinthians 
12: 13).  
Two wave loaves made of fine flour; and baked with leaven, are brought and offered 
together with a burnt offering, a sin offering and a peace offering. 
 

+ What were the two loaves signifying? Refer to (1 Ephesians: 2:14 -16, 1 Corinthians 
10:17) --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------    
+ Why the two loaves were baked with leaven? --------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
+ Why a sin offering was needed to be offered with it? -----------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Q3: The Feast of Trumpets. Refer to (Leviticus 23:23 - 25) was appointed on the first day 
of the seventh month, of the religious year. The trumpet was used for: calling the 
congregation in the wilderness; declaring wars or feasts; the beginning of months and the 
year and also as a public proclamation (Numbers 10:1 - 10).  
As well, trumpets were symbolising the last trumpet of the general resurrection and the 
second coming of Christ. Refer to (Mathew 24:31, 1Cornthians 15:52, 1Thessilonians 
4:16). 
 

+ What was the Feast of Trumpets referring to? --------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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St. Athanasius Orthodox Bookstore  
Stands  

 
Upcoming events that will include a  

Bookstore Stand are: 
 

·  Resurrection Dinner with the Patronage of 
His Grace Bishop Suriel and His Grace 
Bishop Serapion (Diocese of Los Angeles, 
Southern California and Hawaii). 

Note: Cash, EFTPOS and Credit Card Facilities 
available at the Resurrection Dinner.   

·  Upcoming Annual Winter Youth 
Convention headed by His Grace Bishop 
Suriel. 

Note: Only Cash facilities available at the Annual 
Winter Youth Convention. 

 
For Any Book Suggestions please Email: 

 
Bishop@melbcopts.org.au 
vghebrial@hotmail.com 
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Two Resurrections and Glories reflects on the Resurrection of Repentance, 
the General Resurrection and the Path to Glory. 

   The path between the two resurrections involves signposts such as 
repentance, prayer, the liturgy, contemplation, spiritual freedom, sanctity 

and the kingdom. A Christian’s path starts with repentance and leads to the 
Kingdom. This book has selected some of the sayings of the holy fathers in 

regards to these signposts.  
As Bishop Moussa states to the reader, “The journey from Repentance to 
the Kingdom is a blessed one. Let us take it together so that we may, with 
God’s grace and power, reach where He lives eternal in His Kingdom, and 

where He grants man the joy of immortality.” 
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The resurrection of the body, perhaps more than any other Christian 
doctrine, requires us to face the implications of faith for our personal lives 

and for our understanding of the world. 
This issue faced St Paul in his dealing with the early church and also 
troubles St Gregory of Nyssa in the fourth century AD. St Gregory, 
educated in the prevailing Greek philosophical system, yearned to 

synthesize his faith and his philosophy. Struggling with the issue of 
resurrection, he followed Plato's example and dramatized the interior 
workings of his mind in dialogue form, in which his elder sister St 

Macrina plays the role of teacher. 
The position which Gregory and Macrina eventually reach corresponds 
essentially to that of St Paul, namely that our bodies will rise again as 

bodies, but in a finer and more glorious form than we have now. 
Expressing this belief in terms of Greek silence, the dialogue assumes that 
the same physical elements which compose our present bodies much be 
reassembled in our resurrection bodies; otherwise our bodies would be 

recreated rather than raised. 
 

�


