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His Grace Bishop Suriel His Grace Bishop Serapion
Bishop of The Coptic Orthodox Bishop of The Coptic Orthodox

Diocese of Melbourne and Diocese of Los Angeles, Southern
Affiliated Regions California and Hawaii

Visit of His Grace Bishop Serapion

Bishop of Los Angeles, Southern California & Hawaii
To The Diocese of Melbourne
Friday 24th April = Friday 1st May 2009

0 pm :General Youth Meeting &
St. Athanasius Church -/Donvale

Saturday 25th April
Morning : Private time
6 pm : s — St. Mark Church - Pres

Sunday
9.am :Divine Li Archangel Michael and St. Anthony Church
5pm : Annual Resurrection Dinner

Thursday 30 April
7 pm Ves - St. George Church - St. Albans

Friday 1st May
10'am : Departure to United States via Sydney on Qantas Flight 422

Coptic Icon

“But the angel
answered and
said to the
women, Do
not be afraid,
for | know that
you seek
Jesus who
was crucified.
He is not here;
for He is risen,
as He said.”

(Matt 28: 5, 6)
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His Grace Receives Congregation

On the Feast day of Resurrection
On Sunday of the Feast of the
Resurrection (19 April), His Grace will
receive clergy and members of the Coptic
Orthodox faithful from 12 pm till 3 pm. On
Monday 20 April His Grace along with the
clergy and congregation will celebrate
Easter Monday liturgy at St Anthony
Monastery at 10 am; wishing our beloved
Bishop His Grace Anba Suriel, and you all
a blessed, and joyous Feast of the
Resurrection.

The Diocese Choir

Under the guidance and blessings of His
Grace Bishop Suriel, we would like to
introduce to you the opportunity to join the
Diocese Choir. Any new chanters and
musicians, from all churches of the
diocese, university age and above, who
are keen to join the Diocese Choir are
welcome. The choir is directed by Dr Lilian
Rizk. We anticipate a blessed year full of
events and studio recording. For more
information, please contact Emad Awad,
the administrator of the Choir, on: 0423-
000-005 or email: emad@awad.com.au

St. Stephen & St Demiana’s Choir
Under the patronage of His Grace Bishop
Suriel, the diocese deacons and girls’
Hymns Choir welcome those who would
like to join the group (Years 10 - 12,
University & Graduates). Practicing for the
“Resurrection  Dinner” will start on
Saturdays and Sundays. For more details
call Nabil Mesiha on 0404756599; or Tony
Mikhail on 0422896880.

Basketball Competition

Under the Patronage of His Grace Bishop
Suriel, the Diocese Youth Basketball
Competition will be held on Saturday 25
April 09 at 9 am sharp at shop No. 83,
Stables Shopping Centre in Milpark —
corner of Child Rd & Redleat St. For
Registration please call Anthony Rizk on
0432-199-995.
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THE PASCHAL SERMON

St. John Chrysostom
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If any man be devout and love God, let him enjoy this fair and radiant triumphal
feast. If any man be a wise servant, let him rejoicing enter into the joy of his
Lord. If any have labored long in fasting, let him now receive his recompense. If
any have wrought from the first hour, let him today receive his just reward. If
any have come at the third hour, let him with thankfulness keep the feast. If any
have arrived at the sixth hour, let him have no misgivings; because he shall in
nowise be deprived therefore. If any have delayed until the ninth hour, let him
draw near, fearing nothing. If any have tarried even until the eleventh hour, let
him, also, be not alarmed at his tardiness; for the Lord, who is jealous of his
honor, will accept the last even as the first; he gives rest unto him who comes
at the eleventh hour, even as unto him who has wrought from the first hour.

And he shows mercy upon the last, and cares for the first; and to the one he
gives, and upon the other he bestows gifts. And he both accepts the deeds,
and welcomes the intention, and honors the acts and praises the offering.
Wherefore, enter you all into the joy of your Lord; and receive your reward,
both the first, and likewise the second. You rich and poor together, hold high
festival. You sober and you heedless, honor the day. Rejoice today, both you
who have fasted and you who have disregarded the fast. The table is full-laden;
feast ye all sumptuously. The calf is fatted; let no one go hungry away.

Enjoy ye all the feast of faith: Receive ye all the riches of loving-kindness. Let
no one bewail his poverty, for the universal kingdom has been revealed. Let no
one weep for his iniquities, for pardon has shown forth from the grave. Let no
one fear death, for the Savior's death has set us free. He that was held prisoner
of it has annihilated it. By descending into Hell, He made Hell captive. He
embittered it when it tasted of His flesh. And Isaiah, foretelling this, did cry:
Hell, said he, was embittered, when it encountered Thee in the lower regions. It
was embittered, for it was abolished. It was embittered, for it was mocked. It
was embittered, for it was slain. It was embittered, for it was overthrown. It was
embittered, for it was fettered in chains. It took a body, and met God face to
face. It took earth, and encountered Heaven. It took that which was seen, and
fell upon the unseen.

O Death, where is your sting? O Hell, where is your victory? Christ is risen, and
you are overthrown. Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen. Christ is risen,
and the angels rejoice. Christ is risen, and life reigns. Christ is risen, and not
one dead remains in the grave. For Christ being risen from the dead, is
become the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.

To Him be glory and dominion unto ages of ages. Amen.

Joyful News for St. Athanasius Coptic Orthodox
Theological College (SACOTC)

1. Restructuring of the College

His Grace Bishop Suriel has met with some members of the
College Board in the past few weeks to discuss the future
of SACOTC. It has been agreed that a major restructure of
programs for the College is required.

Beginning in 2010 three programs of study will be offered.

i Graduate Certificate of Theology
—Graduate level entry
—4 Units of choice, from scripture, history and theology.

ii. Associate Diploma of Ministry
—VCE or equivalent entry requirement
—8 units, 7 core and 1 elective.
—2 units a semester over 2 years

N.B. This Course is designed to lay an excellent foundation to equip future Sunday
School, Youth and Missionary workers for the task ahead of them. This course also
serves as an introduction to further studies in theology, which can be completed with a
relatively short and easy commitment of 2 years part-time study. Every Sunday School
teacher, Youth leader and those involved in mission should consider this as a basis for
their ministry. As St. Peter says, “giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue
knowledge, to knowledge self-control... you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 1:5-8).

iii. Diploma of Theology
—16 Units of study
—11 Core units and 5 Elective units of study

All priests ordained by His Grace Bishop Suriel will be required to complete the Diploma
of Theology. Any other clergy may also complete this degree if they desire to do so.

The units will be offered in three modes.

A. All units will be offered during normal semester sessions.

B. Some units will be offered for study on-line as they become available.

C. Some units will be offered as an intensive study over several weekends.
This will make studying at SACOTC more flexible to assist those with time and work
restraints.

2. Application to be a Recognized Teaching Institut  ion

SACOTC has also begun preliminary discussions with the Melbourne College of Divinity
(MCD) to see the possibility of becoming a recognized teaching institution within the
MCD. We are hoping that this can be achieved some time in 2010. This will open up
many possibilities for our students and will offer them degrees that are conferred by an
accredited institution (MCD) and hence

recognized all over the world. It will also offer them the ability to apply for FEE Help to
cover their tuition.
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3. First Graduating Class of 2009

SACOTC is pleased to announce that it will hold its first graduation on Sunday, August
30, 2009. This will be a historic event in the life of the College with several new
initiatives to be announced. All are encouraged to attend this joyful event. More
information will be available in the coming weeks.

4, A New Handbook and Video for 2010

A new comprehensive handbook for the 2010 academic year is being developed and
published. Along with the handbook is a new 8-minute promotional video highlighting
key aspects of studying theology at SACOTC. Both products will be launched at the
graduation ceremony in August. Mark your calendar to attend the graduation ceremony
in order to reserve your free copy of these valuable productions.

5. SACOTC Library

His Grace Bishop Suriel values theological education very much and it is part of his
vision to see an excellent Coptic library established at Donvale in the future. Our
current library houses approximately four thousand volumes. We hope to see in this
collection in the future all books pertaining to Coptic life, culture, theology, language,
history, doctrine, art and architecture and much more. We also wish to purchase
necessary books for the study of the units offered in our programs. This will form the
basis of our collections policy that is being formulated by our librarian, Mrs. Gehan
Aboud.

SACOTC would like to encourage each family to donate at least one book to the library
each year in order to begin building this vital resource for the benefit of the whole
community. A page will be dedicated inside each book to that person or family that
have made the donation. It may also be dedicated in memory of a loved-one who has
passed away.

SACOTC will announce the books that it requires year by year and families or
individuals may choose the book(s) they wish to donate and to whom they wish to
dedicate it to.

We are glad that Very Rev. Fr. Tadros Sharobeam, the director of St. Mary Coptic
Orthodox College will kindly donate twenty books each year to the library.

A private company that prefers to remain anonymous will kindly donate five hundred
books to the library. Many others have expressed great interest in sharing in building
up this library for the benefit of thousands not only within our community but also the
wider Australian community who can come and research our Coptic culture and faith.
More information will be available at the graduation in August and thereafter.

6. On-line Units of Study

In November 2007 His Grace Bishop Suriel and Bassem Morgan our graphic designer
and IT consultant attended a three-day course for on-line course development.
SACOTC has been able to utilise the best software package for developing on-line
courses called “Blackboard.” Many major universities around the world use this
package to deliver on-line courses and we will be able to offer the same standard to our
students in the near future. Some of the units of study offered at SACOTC are currently
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Resurrection Dinner Special Invitation!!

On Sunday 26th The Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Melbourne and its
Affiliated Regions will hold its Annual Resurrection Dinner at Grand Star
Reception

The Diocese of Melbourne along with Epsajee magazine invites you to
become a contribution partner for this very special event!

By partnering with us, you will help raise funds for important diocese
projects. As a thank you for your generous support, your business will be
heavily promoted on the night via several vehicles:

Mention in the official full colour event program (given to each family to take
home & includes mini business directory)

All businesses will receive mention in a visual presentation during the
evening

Ongoing recognition in the community magazine
If you would like to partner with us, please take a moment to select the level
of contribution most appropriate for your business.

Yes, I'd like to become a contribution partner with the Diocese of
Melbourne:

L] Platinum Partner  $1000 % page advertisement in official program
L] Gold Partner $750 Yapage advertisement in official program

[ silver $500 banner advertisement in official program

Thank you for your generous spirit and God bless you.
Note: Please forward all artwork (in the highest resolution possible) or
details to Carol Khalil at the diocese office no later than Friday 17th April.

You can contact Carol on 03 9874 8206 or 0411 380 388 or by email on
secretary@melbcopts.org.au
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The Annual Diocese Trip
To Egypt

Under the patronage of His Grace Bishop
Suriel, the Annual Diocese Trip to Egypt
will be from 28 November - 20 December
2009. Cost per person: $3777. The cost
includes airfare ticket; accommodation
with  breakfast in Cairo, Alexandria,
Elfayoum, Assiut, Sohag, and Luxor;
accommodation with breakfast and dinner
in Sharm EISheikh and St. Catherine; 5
stars Nile cruise, 3 nights with full board.;
stars air conditioned touring coaches; and
entrance fees to tourist attraction sites.
For reservation and details please call
Emile Sydhom on: 0400-343-030. Last
day for reservation is 31 May 2009.

Annual Winter Youth
Conventions
Under the Patronage of His Grace Bishop
Suriel and His Grace Bishop David, the
general bishop in North America; the
Annual Winter Youth Conventions for
2009 will be held at Philip Island in the
period from 3 — 9 July 09 as follows:

University & Young Professionals
Friday 3 July — Sunday 5 July

Years 10 — 12
Sunday 5 July — Tuesday 7 July

Years 7-9
Tuesday 7 July — Thursday 9 July

For convention information please contact
Sylvia Rofaiel on 0431-536-444

Congratulations

Marian Kolta Forbes has been Awarded
Doctrate of Psycology (Counseling).
Marian is also holding a BBsc (Hons)
degree and Diploma in Psychology
(Counselling). Epsajee would like to
congratulate Marian for this outstanding
achievement and wish her all success
and progress.
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being developed for on-line delivery. More news on this exciting development will be
announced soon.
7. Courses in Coptic Iconography

We are privileged at SACOTC to have the world-renowned iconographer Ashraf Gerges
working with us. He is currently teaching two groups of students a theoretical and
practical course in Coptic iconography. He holds two Masters degrees in Coptic Art and
has painted icons for over sixty churches around the globe. Many newspaper articles
have been written covering his work including the most recent in the Manningham
Leader on Wednesday, April 8, 2009 titled, “Hallowed link between heaven and earth.”

Some of his excellent icons have been replicated on canvas and are available for
purchase in three different sizes.

8. A New Lecturer Appointed

We are happy to announce the appointment of Dr. Magdi Awad who holds two doctoral
degrees from Germany and Athens. He specialises in Coptic Church history, Coptic
liturgy, dogmatic and systematic theology as well as philosophy and teaching Greek
language of the New Testament. We hope that he can arrive before second semester
2009. If so, then he will be teaching a unit on “Coptic Psalmody” and one on “The Holy
Eucharist in Coptic Liturgical Tradition.”

We wish Dr. Magdi every success in his new post and we pray that his teaching may be
fruitful and beneficial to the students.

9. Visiting Professors

SACOTC is in the process of collecting a database of Coptic professors from around the
world and will begin corresponding with them to see the possibility for them to teach
courses at SACOTC in the future, especially in areas that this expertise is not available
amongst the staff of SACOTC.

10. SACOTC Staff Furthering their Study

At the moment three staff members have completed further study or will do so by the
end of 2009. His Grace Bishop Suriel is completing his doctorate in Religious Education
at Fordham University in New York. His thesis is titled: “Habib Jirjis, Orthodox Educator:
A Light in the Darkness.” Bishop Suriel will be teaching two units at the College next
year one on Religious Education and the other on Youth Ministry. Very Rev. Fr.
Abanoub Attalla has completed a Masters in Counselling and graduated from Monash
University in April, 2009. Also Very Rev. Fr. Thomas AbdelMalek is completing his
Masters in Coptic studies at Macquarie University this year and he is also currently
teaching Pastoral Theology at the College in semester one, 2009.

Other clergy have expressed interest in furthering their study in the next few years.

11. Scholarships for further Study

SACOTC is also interested in encouraging outstanding students in the future to further
their study towards Masters and Doctoral degrees within Australia or abroad. This is in
order to be able to appoint staff in various fields of study that are lacking at the moment.




MEETING IN THE MIRACLE
OF RESURRECTION

His HOLINESS POPE SHENOUDA |lI

| would like to say about resurrection that
in it will happen the most wondrous and
and comprehensive meeting the world
and the history witnesses ... It will be
for all the righteous ones, a meeting full
of joy in Heaven and it will be for the

evil ones, another meeting in the outer

darkness, out of the Saints’ Gathering. But today we
will talk about the meetings of the righteous ones.
The first meeting is the meeting of the spirits with
their bodies. Every body will be raised healthy and
fit, without flaws, weaknesses, diseases or
disabilities. It will be raised as a spiritual body that is
not controlled by instincts or lusts, a one that does
not resist the spirit in anything as it used to do in this
age! It is a heavenly body that goes with life in
Heaven. It has nothing to do with the material or the
Earth gravity. For if it was material and under the
power of Earth gravity, it would have fallen from
Heaven to Earth. And the soul recognizes the body,
and reunite with it in real eagerness after being
separated from it since is death. And this has
happened for a time in which generations lived, then
they came back together again; and what a
wondrous meeting...The second meeting is the
meeting of family, friends and loved ones. It is a
joyous meeting, after the sorrow of separation that
death has caused them... In Resurrection married
couples will meet, sons and parents will meet,
grandchildren will meet grandparents, and all
relatives will meet together. And the big family will
gather with all its branches and recognize each
other, in spite of the fact that generations exist
between its youngsters and elders, through which
children has become elders...! And the friends who
were apart will also meet... And in Resurrection,
ages will meet with ages: The age of our father
Adam and his son Abel the righteous, will meet with
the age of our father Noah and his sons who
survived the flood in the Arc, with the age of our
fathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, with the age of
Prophet Moses and his brother Aaron the chief priest
and their sister prophetess Miriam, with the age of
prophet and king David and his son Solomon the
wise... and with other long ages that came after
each other... Every age had its environment,
characteristics and characters... The head fathers
will meet together, each with his standing dignity and
history. They will recognize each other and
exchange memories with their respect to each
other... These are characters who lived thousands of
years ago that will meet through Resurrection
together. And they have lived before in different ages
and circumstances.

To be continued ...
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English Liturgy Hymns
As most of you are aware, our Diocese (D
has recently adopted the Divine Liturgy Q[
book published by the Diocese of the
Southern United States which should
now be in use in our parishes. As the

English translation is slightly diﬂerent a Dx"™n b &> +K" /[IF
to what we have beenused to; His ' # E# NA ) P )
Grace Bishop Suriel has asked all the

deacons and congregation to learn and 4 5 f (D $ % &

use a set of common tunes for the (n" +" /5f +f

These tunes are based on e Copte T F SN,
responses and should be familiar to )<g K Z;I;E\R <\) +& XHll’C
many of us. + = +
A CD has been produced and &( X % @" s" C (D
distributed to deacons of the Diocese C 4 +" S +

so that they may learn these new "

responses. You may also wish NC"V c +<H( (& XP+ Z[\
to download them from: @b+ 4 b

http://www.copticheritage.org/PagEd+i
ndex-page_id-850.phtml

http://www.copticheritage.org/PagEd
+index-page_id-850.phtml

The purpose of this approach is to XP (F \L [\4 u
allow standardisation of the English W ) b &> u_ I (
Liturgy responses across the Diocese. B
His Grace would like all the churches I'$ % # P < >
to be using the new responses by ZN M(n"% (D ST !
the feast of Pentecost this year God =" () $" H((& XP+
willing. o Yf+ ZN
D#E 2F ZzU OT _ S 10 /.
) 1f)!BF C"%$ % ! & " # )M
“Grand Star Reception, Altona North”
& = " > H((K .. 4D N(&+ ( &B"F6?2.! [ 6m(F * =#{
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Donating Auction Items to the Diocese Fundraising D inner

Under The patronage of His Grace Bishop Suriel; The Diocese of Melbourne will be holding a
Gala Dinner at “Grand Star Reception, Altona North” on Sunday 26 April 2009 to celebrate the
Holy Feast of Resurrection and announcing a new vision for our diocese. The Fundraising
Committee is seeking items for the silent auction on the evening. If you have any item to donate,
a return flight to Europe or a week holiday house in Egypt or a set of towels, toys, anything new or
a service that people might buy, please contact Carol Khalil on 9874-8206 or Mob: 0411-380-388.
Closing date for receiving the auction items is today Sunday 19 April 09.
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St. Athanasius Orthodox Bookstore
Stands

Upcoming events that will include a
Bookstore Stand are:

Resurrection Dinner with the Patronage of
His Grace Bishop Suriel and His Grace
Bishop Serapion (Diocese of Los Angeles,
Southern California and Hawaii).
Note: Cash, EFTPOS and Credit Card Facilities
available at the Resurrection Dinner.
Upcoming Annual Winter Youth
Convention headed by His Grace Bishop
Suriel.
Note: Only Cash facilities available at the Annual
Winter Youth Convention.

For Any Book Suggestions please Email:

Bishop@melbcopts.org.au
vghebrial@hotmail.com




Two Resurrections and Glories reflects on the Restion of Repentance
the General Resurrection and the Path to Glory.
The path between the two resurrections invadigsposts such as
repentance, prayer, the liturgy, contemplationitsgil freedom, sanctity
and the kingdom. A Christian’s path starts withenegance and leads to th
Kingdom. This book has selected some of the sayohgse holy fathers in
regards to these signposts.
As Bishop Moussa states to the reader, “The joufreey Repentance to
the Kingdom is a blessed one. Let us take it tagetbh that we may, with
God’s grace and power, reach where He lives etamrtdis Kingdom, and
where He grants man the joy of immortality.”

e

$% &'

The resurrection of the body, perhaps more tharo#tmsr Christian
doctrine, requires us to face the implicationsaathf for our personal lives
and for our understanding of the world.

This issue faced St Paul in his dealing with thdyezhurch and also
troubles St Gregory of Nyssa in the fourth cent#iB; St Gregory,
educated in the prevailing Greek philosophicaleystyearned to
synthesize his faith and his philosophy. Struggiiith the issue of

resurrection, he followed Plato's example and dtenah the interior
workings of his mind in dialogue form, in which lekler sister St

Macrina plays the role of teacher.

The position which Gregory and Macrina eventuadigah corresponds
essentially to that of St Paul, namely that ourié®vill rise again as
bodies, but in a finer and more glorious form thgnhave now.
Expressing this belief in terms of Greek silenbe, dialogue assumes th
the same physical elements which compose our greseies much be
reassembled in our resurrection bodies; otherwisdodies would be

recreated rather than raised.




