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Coptic Icon 

 
“I have 
come as a 
light into 
the world, 
that 
whoever 
believes in 
Me should 
not abide in 
darkness.” 
�

(John 12:46) 
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His Grace Bishop Suriel cuts the ribbon and officia lly opens the new Senior 
citizens club with the Consul of Egypt Dr. Kareem A min and Mr. Khalil Khalil 

who worked hard in establishing this new ministry a t The Dome. 

His Grace, several of the clergy pictured with our senior citizens  
at the opening this week. 
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THE INCARNATION OF THE 
WORD OF GOD 

By Saint Athanasius the Apostolic  

Return of His Grace from NZ  
By the Grace of God, His Grace Bishop 
Suriel returned from NZ last Monday 11 
May, where he visited his children of the 
Diocese in Christchurch, Dunedin, 
Wellington, and Auckland. Epsajee would 
like to congratulate His Grace for his safe 
return. 

�
Opening of the Senior Citizens Club  
His Grace Bishop Suriel opened last 
Tuesday 13 May, the Senior Citizens Club 
at “The Dome”  in Donvale. The opening 
was attended by His Excellency the 
Egyptian Consul, Dr. Kareem Amin, Venice 
representing the manager of the social 
Support Dept. of Manningham council, 
Linda representing the manager of the 
Eastern immigration administration of Box 
Hill, some of the clergy, and some of the 
senior citizens of our Coptic Orthodox 
community. Epsajee would like to 
congratulate His Grace Bishop Suriel and 
our community on this joyful occasion. The 
club will be opening for the Senior Citizens 
every Tuesday from 10:00 am - 3:30 pm. 
�
St. Mina & St. Marina Church Fete 

St. Mina & St. Marina Church is holding its 
annual fete for the second day today 
Sunday 17 May at the church premises at 
Hallam. All are welcome. 
 

Congratulations on Baptism 
Ezekial Gasper Rophaiel received on 
Saturday 25 April 09, the gift of baptism at 
St. Mary Church. Epsajee wishes Ezekial 
Gasper to grow in spirit and stature, and 
congratulates his parents Edward and 
Sandra Rophaiel. 
 

Congratulations on Wedding 
Maged Abraham and Rita Yossef received 
the blessing� of the Sacrament of Holy 
Matrimony on Saturday 2nd May at St. 
Bishoy and St. Shenouda Church.�Epsajee 
would like to warmly congratulate Maged�
and Rita, and their families; and ask the 
Lord to�bless their life and grant them all 
happiness. 
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF THE FATHERS 
 

  The First Liturgy in Bendigo  
On Saturday 23 May, 2009; His Grace 
Bishop Suriel will celebrate the first 
liturgy with our Coptic Orthodox 
Community in Bendigo� from 8:30 am to 
11 am followed by lunch, which will be 
attended by all the clergy of Melbourne 
and all the congregation of Melbourne 
are welcome to attend this joyous day. 
Address: 
St. Lucas Anglican Church - 492 Napier 
Street, White Hills - Bendigo 

�

The Annual Diocese Trip to Egypt 
Under the patronage of His Grace 
Bishop Suriel, the Annual Diocese Trip 
to Egypt will be from 28 Nov - 20 Dec 
2009. Cost per person: $3777. The cost 
includes airfare ticket; accommodation 
with breakfast in Cairo, Alexandria, 
Elfayoum, Assiut, Sohag, and Luxor; 
accommodation with breakfast and 
dinner in Sharm ElSheikh and St. 
Catherine; 3 nights Nile cruise with full 
board; transport with touring coaches; 
and entrance fees to tourist attraction 
sites. For details please call Emile 
Sydhom on: 0400-343-030. Last day for 
reservation is 31 May. 
 

Summer Competition Final Ceremony 
Under the Patronage of His Grace 
Bishop Suriel, the upcoming final 
ceremony of the Youth Summer 
Competition will be held on Friday 22 
May 09 at 7:00 pm at St. Mary Church 
in Kensington.  
 

Young Adults Fundraising Dinner 
Under the patronage of His Grace 
Bishop Suriel, the 1st Annual 
Fundraising Dinner will be held on 
Sunday 24 May 09 at Rivoli Reception – 
802 Sydney Rd, Brunswick at 7:00 pm. 
Ticket price: $40. Dress code is smart 
casual. Please contact your church 
representatives.   
�

�4����;>�J����M)Q��M�R89E� 
 �6'�� E� '#
2�� �5�%��� !#U��� 40'5
� f ��� L E

�459#���� '.�5�'Q� Y(� H��1� 6,C�� 6'���)'�
Q�.��/0�45
�K e�2��W#
���f ��/0�N�K,� qk�

�  �'(qnns� 4&'
��� 	(�wokn� :�gg��d'�'#S�
F��c���6,'.;�N�K�R���,�A�Y5�Q� !^U5E,� ���

��� #���� Zh'.-��� R�G� ��,� x4.*-��� F'�=�
I!�����f 5�������� ^U�� &�(�A�� .����o��

St. Lucas Anglican Church - 492 Napier 
Street, White Hills - Bendigo 

 

E���+9��S��5�,����� ������������
�L E��6'�� E�'#
2���5�%���!#U���40'5
�4�'&!�
�/0� !>(� ��X� 4� .
��� 45G�'#�)�� 4���� � -;

� 	(� l!����qw� :� !#�0 
�qn� !#�
�?�qnns�A
� ?!���� 4��-;kppp�!�
��� l!Q2� 4�('G� �`,?�

��l!�'���� /0� �'90)�� Y(� 4('1)�,� l!h'9�'�
�y 5E�� �f 5���� �4���.-E)��x!>12�� �P'� E�

�xz5"��� f!G� /0� F��c��,� �'90)�� Y(� 4('1)�
�Y(� /�'5�� 4e7e� 45�5
� 4���� x	�!;'�� W
'E,
���X� 6 8���� f E�,� x6'��
)�� x4�('�� T'#Q,

45�'5
��� 	�'(2�� Af7��E{�� o�6'>;)�� �Q!|�
+��5E��5(3��on}nnk}knkn�$%U���f ��!8~�

kg �'(�A 
 

�S���T� >��=+��;��8U���7RV����R��
�L E��6'�� E�'#
2��40'5
��5�%���!#U���4�'&!�
�45�5>��� <'#"��� T'
0'.��� /('����� ��U��� f'�|�

�4��%���f �qq� �'(�qnns�4��'
���4&'
���/0�
�+�!(� F������� 4
������ 4
5.-�� N�K,� d�F'
(

� �%.
.-�A��
��

W��
���X�
��7R9��
��6'�� E� '#
2�� �5�%��� !#U���40'5
� 4�'&��WU;

f'�|��L E�f ��N�K,��<'#"���6,2��F'"��������
� ��2�q}�  �'(�qnns�4&'
��� �p�N�K,�d�F'
(�

/0o Rivoli Reception 802 Sydney Rd. 
Brunswick�� l!������ !�E}n�`,?�� A��Q!|�

Zh'.-���/�,�.���6'>;)�A 
 

 

�������E�����F. 
 

 

DIOCESE NEWS 
 


���
��
���
������������������������
����
���������������

�

�$����� ���� ��
�� �� ����� ������ 
����	����� ��� ���� ����� ��� ����� ����� ����� ����� �
��	� ����
������������������ �	�������������������
����������� ������������	���$�������*�+,�������
�������	���� ����� 	�� ��	
��� ��� ���� ���	����� �	� -��
� 	
� ������ ��	�� ,��� ��
��� ���� ����
��	����������������������	�����	������	�����	��	��� ����������������������������������-����
��� ���������	�� $��� ��
��� ��� ���� ,	��.��
����	� ���� � ��	�� �	� ���� �	�� ��� ��
�� ���	�
���	�������� �	��� ����  ����� ���� ������� ��� ���� ������  ����� ��	� ���� ������ ���� �������� ����
��	��� ��� ������ ���� �� ����� ����� �	� ���� ���� 	��� ����� ���� ��
������	���� ���&������ ����
���	�� �� ������ �	� ���� ������� ��� ��
�� ������ ������
�� � ����� ���� ������� ��	�����	� ���
��������������/��
�

$�������	�������	�	����������
����	������������	��� �������������	����	�������������
�	
��	�
���� ������ ���	�� ���	
� ���-���� ��� ���� ����	������ ��� ���� ������� ������ �	������
����������������,	����������
������&������������	
� �	����������������������	����������	��
��	
���� ����� ���	�� !����� 0�� ����� ��� ���	�� ����� ����  ���� ������� ������ �	�� ������
���	
���)��������������������	������������	�������� ��
�
��������	���������������	������������
����� ��� �	��� ���� �������� ���� ��� ��� ��� 	�� ��	
���� #
 �	� ����
�� ��� �����	�� �	� ����
������� ��	��� ��� ����� ��� ����� �
��	� �	� ���� ������ ��� � �	�� ��� 	��� ����� ���� ������� �	�
���
�	������	��������������������������	����������� ������������)�������
�	
�������	����
��������	�
��������
��	������������	���������
����� ���	������������������������������
�����	�����������������	����������)���������������� �������������
�

��	���&������ ���� �	� ����� ���� ������� ���� ������� ��� � ���� ���� ���� ��� ���� ������� �	� ����
���������� ����� 	��� ���	�� ��� ������
��� ��� ��
�	
� �	� ���� ������ �	�� ��	
���� ���� ��� ��
�	
�
�����������	���������	��!���1������	
�������������� ��������������	��	��	������	�&������
��� �������� �� ����������� �������	�� �����	*� ���� ���� � ���� ��� �
��� �	�� �� 	��� ����� ����
��
�	��  �� ��
�� ���	�-��������� ��� ���� ������ �	�&���� �� �	�� ���� ������ ��� ���� ������ ����
���	� �����	�� &�����1�� ����	
� ��� ����� �
��	� ���� ���� ����� ���� ���� �	� �	�� ��� ����
��
����
	������������� ����
�����������	����������� ������	������������������	��������
�	�� �	� ������� �����
�� ���� ��	�� ���� ���������� ���� �� 	��� ���	� ���	� ���� ������ ����
������1��������	
���
�

�	��������	��!����������������	��
������	��������*� $��������������1�����	
*����������
���� ���� ����	������ ��� ��� �������� �����
��&������� �� �� ���� �������� ��� ���� �	���	����	�
�	��������	���������������������������	�����
������ 	�������������������������1��������
$����
��&������ ��� ��
�� 
��	��� ������� ��� ���� ������� � ���� ���&������ �������� ������ 	��
�	�����������������������(����������
�������$������ ��������1�����	
�����	���������������
���� ����	������ ��� ��� �������� �����
�� &������� �	�� �� �� ���� 
�
�	� ��� ���� ��	������ ���
����	��������	� �



                        
 
 
 
 
                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

������������THE POWER  
     OF RESURRECTION 

 

HIS HOLINESS POPE SHENOUDA III  

 

 

    ��  

DIOCESE NEWS 
 

 

������

�����������E�����F. 
 

� �
 

����������������Y�� 
 

 ��� ?��Z���[�������������I���   � 

 His power while He was inside the  
tomb was stronger than every power  
standing outside His tomb. He left the 
tomb on a time that nobody knew, on 
Sunday at dawn, and the large stone 
remained in its place until an angel 
came and rolled back the stone to  
announce the resurrection which had already 
happened. And thus, the women were able to see 
the empty tomb.  
Scenes of His power after resurrection: These are 
some of the sides of His power seen by people on 
Earth, besides His many appearances and the 
power of ascending to Heaven and sitting at the 
right hand of the Father, the power of entering the 
place where the disciples were assembled while 
the doors where shut and His power that converted 
the disciples from weak frightened people to 
heroes preaching with all their strength and without 
objection. And as was His resurrection powerful, 
there was another power that preceded His 
resurrection. 
His power between death and resurrection: This 
was His power after His death with which He was 
able to open the doors of Hell, and got out the 
spirits after He preached the salvation to them (1 P 
3:19). With this power He was able to descend to 
the lower parts of the Earth, to lead captivity 
captive, to give people gifts of redemption then to 
ascend also after resurrection far above all the 
heavens, that He might fill all things (Eph 4:8-10). 
The Lord Christ indicated with His resurrection that 
He was more powerful than death and that His 
death was not a weakness of Him neither was His 
silence during His trial a weakness of Him. If He 
would have talked He would have refuted the 
listeners and convinced them. But this was not His 
aim; His aim was to redeem us.  
Therefore, when they asked Him to descend from 
the cross He did not although He was capable of 
doing it.  
But His aim was to die for us, to go through 
passions on our behalf, and to pay the price of sin 
as propitiation and redemption for us. Resurrection 
indicated that the silence of Christ was not a 
weakness.  
The power of resurrection was the strongest 
response to those who accused Christ of being 
weak and those who thought that the crucifix of 
Christ was an evidence of His disability!! 
                                                                                           
                                                     To be continued…  
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Ordination of deacons at St 
Mark Parish in Auckland 

A photo with the Sunday 
School teachers after  
meeting with them. 

A photo taken with the youth 
of Auckland after  

their meeting 

The consecration of the  
new baptistry. 
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Pastoral Visit of His Grace Bishop Suriel to New Ze aland 
Auckland  

 
 

His Grace arrived in Auckland on Thursday evening 7 May 2009 and was 
greeted by Rev. Fr. Bishoy Mekhaiel and a large number of the Auckland 
congregation joyfully chanting hymns. He was also greeted at the airport by Fr. 
Thomas from the Indian Orthodox Church and Abouna Gebra Berhan from the 
Eritrean Orthodox Church. His Grace headed to St Mark’s Church and raised 
the vespers prayers celebrating St Mark’s feast. 
 
On Friday 8 May His Grace consecrated the new Baptismal Font of the church. 
His Grace then celebrated the liturgy commemorating the feast of St Mark. 
 
That afternoon, His Grace visited some of the Auckland families who were 
joyful to hear his spiritual guidance and comforting words.  
In the evening His Grace attended the youth meeting and he spoke about the 
Canon of the Bible confirming its authenticity by antiquity, Apostolicity and 
Orthodox proofs versus the Apocryphal books like the Gospel of Judas and the 
Da Vinci Code that Dan Brown and others use to attack our faith. The meeting 
was followed by an interesting Q&A session. 
 
On Saturday 9 May His Grace had a meeting with the Sunday School teachers 
of St Mark’s Church and began the talk discussing the “Danger of 
Normalisation of Homosexuality”.  
The lecture was broadcast live on Epsajee TV followed by questions and 
answers. His Grace also presented the Diocese websites and SACOTC 
website to illustrate how those outside of Melbourne can benefit and keep in 
contact with the diocese and participate in online courses in the near future.  
 
On Sunday 10 May His Grace prayed the Holy liturgy at St Mark’s church 
accompanied by Rev. Fr. Bishoy Mekhaiel and Fr Gebra Berhan of the 
Eritrean Orthodox Church. During the liturgy, His Grace ordained five Sub-
Deacons, one reader and seven Psaltos. 
 
Following the liturgy His Grace had a meeting with the congregation who 
asked His Grace about the Dome project and expressed their support of the 
project.  
 
That ended His Grace Bishop Suriel’s Pastoral Visit to New Zealand and he 
returned safely to Melbourne on Monday 11 May 2009. 
 
May the Lord preserve for us his life for many years. 
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Pastoral Visit of His Grace Bishop Suriel to New Ze aland 
Christchurch 

 

Article by Dr. Safwat Messiha 
 

On 1 May 2009, His Grace Bishop Suriel started his pastoral visit to New Zealand. 
He was greeted on his arrival by Fr Sourial Youssef and the Christchurch 
congregation and he started his relentless schedule with a spiritual meeting about 
“Love in Christianity”.  
 

On Saturday 2 May the Christchurch congregation organised an outing to an 
American Monastery and His Grace met with the monks in a loving and warm 
atmosphere. His Grace talked about “Mission and Ministering in the Land of 
Migration”  followed by a Questions & Answers session on the relevance of the 
subject to the congregation. 
 

On Saturday afternoon His Grace met the servants of St Mary and St Athanasius 
Church of Christchurch. He talked in detail to them about the importance of the 
service and the discipleship courses and followed by a sermon titled “How to 
prepare interesting Sunday School lessons” .  
This meeting was followed by the evening vespers and His Grace talked to the 
people about “Bible: Fact or Fiction” .  
On Sunday 3 May His Grace prayed the mass at St Mary and St Athanasius Church 
accompanied by Fr Sourial and a multitude of Coptic and Ethiopian congregation. 
During the mass His Grace ordained a large number of the youth as ‘Readers’ or 
‘Oghnostos’ Deacons and some young children as Psaltos. After the mass the 
Sunday School children and youth presented choir and hymns.  
 

Sunday night His Grace attended Christchurch youth meeting and spoke to them 
about Orthodox Christianity. He explained why they should not take it for granted 
and emphasised the Orthodox faith and the practicality of our church traditions.  
The youth organised a dinner with His Grace and His Grace asked the youth to 
keep in contact with him exchanging email addresses and in contact with the 
Diocese through our multiple websites. 
On Monday 4 May a meeting was organised with the church legal representative to 
discuss having a Church Property Trust in New Zealand similar to what was done in 
Victoria, Australia. 
 

On Monday afternoon His Grace gave a lecture titled “The Coptic Church History: 
Beliefs and Spirituality”  at Canterbury University attended by scholars, lecturer 
and students of the university. After the lecture, His Grace met with the Dean of the 
Engineering Department Mr Richard Duke and Professor Mofreh Saleh Barsoum a 
lecturer of Engineering to form a Coptic social group in the Canterbury University. 
The meeting concluded with His Grace presenting a Coptic Icon to Mr. Duke.  
During his visit to Christchurch,  
 

His Grace added to his loaded schedule by kindly visiting several families and the 
sick who asked him for his prayers. 
 

His Grace celebrates the 
Divine Liturgy in Wellington 

Another photo with 
ecumenical representatives 

Photos with some of the 
congregation in Wellington. 

Another  Photo with some of 
the congregation in 

Wellington. 
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Pastoral Visit of His Grace Bishop Suriel to New Ze aland  
(Wellington) 

 
 

His Grace arrived to Wellington late on Wednesday 6 May 2009 and was 
greeted by Rev. Fr Hedra El-Baramousy and a group of the Coptic congregation 
of Wellington. His Grace prayed the Thanksgiving prayer followed by a spiritual 
talk on “Making Christ Real in our Home”. 
 

On Thursday 7 May His Grace prayed the Holy Liturgy with the Coptic 
congregation, some Syrian and Sudanese families are also part of this 
community. He also ordained a few members as “Psaltos”.  
 

Following the liturgy, His Grace was greeted by his flock.  He also met with 
representatives of the Greek Orthodox Bishop, H.E. Archbishop Amfilochios, Fr 
Constantinos and Fr Constantinos as well as Fr Peter Beng from the Anglican 
Church of Wellington.  
 

His Grace presented Coptic Icons to his guests and they all expressed 
admiration of the Coptic Orthodox Church and the work of His Grace in 
evangelism and mission.  
 

 

An ecumenical luncheon in Wellington attended by re presentat ives of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese Fr. Constantinos and Fr. Const antinos and Fr. Peter Beng of the 
Anglican Church, also pictured is Fr. Hedra Baramou sy, our parish priest in Wellington. 

A trip with the  
Coptic community at an 

Anglican American 
Convent 

After  His Grace's lecture at 
Canterbury University he met 
with the Dean of Engineering, 
Professor Mofreh Saleh was 

also in attendance 

A photo with some 
Ethiopian families  

after the liturgy 

The youth choir perform  
after the liturgy 
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Pastoral Visit of His Grace Bishop Suriel to New Ze aland 
Dunedin  

 
 

On Monday evening 4 May 2009 His Grace arrived at Dunedin Airport and was 
greeted by Fr Philemon El-Baramousy and a group of the Coptic congregation.  
 

His Grace prayed the Thanksgiving prayer at Archangel Michael Church and gave a 
sermon about “Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid”. 
 

On Tuesday 5 May His Grace celebrated the Divine Liturgy with the Coptic 
Community in Dunedin and during the liturgy His Grace ordained three members of 
the parish as “Psaltos”.  
 

That evening, His Grace had a meeting with the youth of Archangel Michael Parish 
and presented a spiritual talk about “How to develop a relationship with the Bible”. 
Following the lecture His Grace had dinner with the youth and continued answering 
their questions. His Grace exchanged email addresses with the youth to keep in 
contact with them. There were also three youth of various backgrounds in 
attendance who were asking His Grace about the path of salvation and the 
importance of baptism.  
 

On Wednesday 6 May His Grace visited Rev. Fr. Elian from the Antiochian 
Orthodox Church at his home. Fr. Elian is a close friend of His Grace and the Coptic 
community in Dunedin. 
 

 
The ordination of new deacons at Archangel Michael Parish, Dunedin 

A photo with the youth of 
Dunedin after the lecture  

Ordination of new deacons 
during the Divine Eucharist 

Visiting Fr. Elian of the 
Antiochian Orthodox Church 

A photo with the congregation 
of Archangel Michael Parish, 

Dunedin 


