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Coptic Icon 

 
“Jesus said 
to him, I am 
the way, the 
truth, and 
the life. No 
one comes 

to the Father 
except 

through 
Me.” 

�

 

(John 14: 6) 
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THE INCARNATION OF THE 
WORD OF GOD 

By Saint Athanasius the Apostolic  

 

Annual Winter Youth Conventions 
Under the Patronage of His Grace 
Bishop Suriel and His Grace Bishop 
David, the general bishop in North 
America; the Annual Winter Youth 
Conventions for 2009 will be held at 
Philip Island in the period from 3� – 9 
July 09 as follows: 

University & Young Professionals 
Friday 3 July – Sunday 5 July 

Years 10 – 12 � 
Sunday 5 July – Tuesday 7 July 

Years 7 – 9 � 
Tuesday 7 July – Thursday 9 July 

For convention information please 
contact Sylvia Rofaiel on 0431-536-444 
or Marko Habib on 0412-540-099 
 

Service on Immigration Issues 
Mr Jimmy Morcos, the lawyer, will be 
available at The Dome every 
Wednesday night from 7:00 pm – 10:00 
pm to give advice, free of charge, to our 
Coptic Community on legal and 
immigration issues. For appointment, 
please register with Carol Khalil, phone: 
9874-8206 or mobile: 0411-380-388 
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Continued from the last issue…  
We have dealt as far as circumstances 
and our own understanding permit with 
the reason for His bodily manifestation. 
We have seen that to change the 
corruptible to incorruption was proper to 
none other than the Saviour Himself, 
Who in the beginning made all things out 
of nothing; that only the Image of the 
Father could re-create the likeness of the 
Image in men, that none save our Lord 
Jesus Christ could give to mortals 
immortality, and that only the Word Who 
orders all things and is alone the Father's 
true and sole-begotten Son could teach 
men about Him and abolish the worship 
of idols.  
But beyond all this, there was a debt 
owing which must need to be paid; for, as 
I said before, all men were due to die. 
Here, then, is the second reason why the 
Word dwelt among us, namely that 
having proved His Godhead by His 
works, He might offer the sacrifice on 
behalf of all, surrendering His own temple 
to death in place of all, to settle man's 
account with death and free him from the 
primal transgression. In the same act 
also He showed Himself mightier than 
death, displaying His own body 
incorruptible as the first-fruits of the 
resurrection. 
You must not be surprised if we repeat 
ourselves in dealing with this subject. We 
are speaking of the good pleasure of 
God and of the things which He in His 
loving wisdom thought fit to do, and it is 
better to put the same thing in several 
ways than to run the risk of leaving 
something out.  
The body of the Word, then, being a real 
human body, in spite of its having been 
uniquely formed from a virgin, was of 
itself mortal and, like other bodies, liable 
to death. But the indwelling of the Word 
loosed it from this natural liability, so that 
corruption could not touch it.                      
 

                                    To be continued…  
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His Grace Bishop 
Suriel will be�praying�
the Divine Liturgy on 
the first memorial 
anniversary of His 
Grace’ father, Mr. 
Youssef� Ayoub 
Guirgis on  Saturday�
20� June� 2009 at 
9:00 am at St. 
Athanasius� Church 
at The�Dome. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

FROM THE WRITINGS OF THE FATHERS 
 

  The Annual Diocese Trip to Egypt  
Under the patronage of His Grace Bishop 
Suriel, the Annual Diocese Trip to Egypt 
will be from 28 Nov - 20 Dec 2009. Cost 
per person: $3777. The cost includes 
airfare ticket; accommodation with 
breakfast in Cairo, Alexandria, Elfayoum, 
Assiut, Sohag, and Luxor; accommodation 
with breakfast and dinner in Sharm 
ElSheikh and St. Catherine; 3 nights Nile 
cruise with full board; transport with 
touring coaches; and entrance fees to 
tourist attraction sites. For details please 
call Emile Sydhom on: 0400-343-030. Last 
day for reservation is 31 May. 
 

��������	
�����
����		�
Epsajee is publishing, social news such as 
baptism, engagement, wedding, funerals, 
and the fortieth and annual anniversaries. 
So, we would like to receive such news 
from the churches� or members of 
churches, no later than Tuesday of every 
week.  
 

The Coptic Radio Program 
The Coptic Radio Program broadcasts 
spiritual and missionary program on Radio 
Station: 3ZZZ \ FM 92.3 on Thursdays and 
Fridays of each week from 2-3pm. The 
program is also broadcasting the Coptic 
lessons, which are published weekly in 
Epsajee. The program invites you to 
participate as members and volunteers to 
support its mission. 

 

Weekly General Youth Meeting 
A weekly General Youth meeting on 
Sundays at 5:30 pm at The Dome, 88 -154 
Park Rd, Donvale. All youth are welcome 
to come and join the meeting for a lively 
discussion of various spiritual and social 
topics. This will be followed by having 
snacks and soft drinks, along with fun 
games and activities in a friendly Christian 
atmosphere. 
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DIOCESE NEWS 
 

The Spark of Divine Love 
St Basil the Great 

 

Love of God is not something that can be taught. We did not learn from 
someone else how to rejoice in light or want to live, or to love our parents 
or guardians. It is the same - perhaps even more so - with our love for 
God: it does not come by another’s teaching. As soon as the living 
creature (that is, man) comes to be, a power of reason is implanted in us 
like a seed, containing within it the ability and the need to love. When the 
school of God’s law admits this power of reason, it cultivates it diligently, 
skillfully nurtures it, and with God’s help brings it to perfection. 
For this reason, as by God’s gift, I find you with the zeal necessary to 
attain this end, and you on your part help me with your prayers. I will try 
to fan into flame the spark of divine love that is hidden within you, as far 
as I am able through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
First, let me say that we have already received from God the ability to 
fulfil all his commands. We have then no reason to resent them, as if 
something beyond our capacity were being asked of us. We have no 
reason either to be angry, as if we had to pay back more than we had 
received. When we use this ability in a right and fitting way, we lead a life 
of virtue and holiness. But if we misuse it, we fall into sin. 
This is the definition of sin: the misuse of powers given us by God for 
doing good, a use contrary to God’s commands. On the other hand, the 
virtue that God asks of us is the use of the same powers based on a 
good conscience in accordance with God’s command. 
Since this is so, we can say the same about love. Since we received a 
command to love God, we possess from the first moment of our 
existence an innate power and ability to love. The proof of this is not to 
be sought outside ourselves, but each one can learn this from himself 
and in himself. It is natural for us to want things that are good and 
pleasing to the eye, even though at first different things seem beautiful 
and good to different people. In the same way, we love what is related to 
us or near to us, though we have not been taught to do so, and we 
spontaneously feel well disposed to our benefactors. 
What, I ask, is more wonderful than the beauty of God? What thought is 
more pleasing and wonderful than God’s majesty? What desire is as 
urgent and overpowering as the desire implanted by God in a soul that is 
completely purified of sin and cries out in its love: I am wounded by love? 
The radiance of divine beauty is altogether beyond the power of words to 
describe. 
�
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 Continued from the last issue…  
Through  resurrection,  it  was proved  
that the silence of Christ had its noble 
aims.  He   was   silent   because   He 
wanted to sacrifice Himself for us. 
Had He talked, He would have refuted 
the listeners and convinced them. And 
if He defended Himself, He would have won the 
case undoubtedly. For how many times had He 
responded to the chief priests, Jews elders and 
their priests and they did not find an answer to 
respond back. But they saw the power of His word 
while He was a 12-year old youngster. And the 
people who heard Him confessed that He was 
talking with authority. 
The silence of Christ in His trial is evidence that 
He died willingly. And He said about Himself that 
He lay down of Himself, and no one takes it from 
Him. He has power to lay it down, and He has 
power to take it again and He lay it down on the 
crucifix time and took it on the resurrection time. 
Christ yielded up His spirit out of love and sacrifice 
and not out of weakness and helplessness. And 
as He rose in power, we should not forget that He 
died in power. He cried out with a loud voice when 
He yielded up His spirit while His body was 
extremely worn out, dried out of its blood and 
water and exhausted from the whipping, walking, 
beating, bleeding and hanging on the cross. And 
He died in body… But in His Godhead He was 
alive and never dying. In His death, He preached 
salvation to those who rested in hope; He 
managed to open the closed 
Paradise and enter the robber along with Adam 
and his sons, the Old Testament saints. He also 
managed to rise and His resurrection makes fun of 
the guards and the seals and large stone placed 
against the tomb door. It did not happen that 
anyone, other than Christ, defeated death with his 
own authority alone, rose by his will and came out 
of a sealed tomb with a large stone on the door 
and guarded by armed guards. Christ’s power of 
resurrection was devastating to Jews chief priests 
and to all Sadducees. It was an evidence of their 
crime in putting Him to trial and delivering Him to 
be crucified. Also it was an evidence of the lying of 
their entire former allegation. And by resurrection 
they become convicted before the people. 
Therefore, when the disciples started preaching 
the resurrection in every occasion, the chief 
priests said to them: “Did we not strictly 
command you not to teach in this name? And look, 
you have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and 
intend to bring this Man's blood on us!” (Ac 5:28). 
                                               To be continued…  
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