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DIOCESE NEWS

His Grace travels to Egypt
His Grace Bishop Suriel travelled to
Egypt last Saturday 30 May to attend the
Church celebration of the Feast of
Pentecost, and also to attend the
meetings of the Holy Synod. His Grace
will return to Melbourne by the Grace of
God on Tuesday 9 June 09. Epsajee
asks the Lord a safe return for His Grace.

Summer Competition Closing
Ceremony

On Friday, May 22, His Grace Bishop
Suriel blessed the 2009 Summer
Competition Closing Ceremony at St
Mary's Church, attended by all the
parishes of Melbourne. Gifts and trophies
were distributed by His Grace for the
spiritual, soccer and basketball
components, as well as gifts for the
Diocesan Lenten Competition, in a joyful
and spiritual atmosphere enjoyed by all.
Well done to all participants! There were
also beautiful presentations chanted and
sung by both the deacons' and diocesan
choirs. His Grace hoped the competition
could be expanded to include the whole
diocese - interstate and overseas. The
Arts is also hoped to be reintroduced.
The 2010 theme is "Be
Perfect". Servants are already translating
its curriculum from Arabic. Stay tuned!

Social News in Epsajee
Epsajee is publishing, social news
such as baptism, engagement,
wedding, funerals, and the fortieth and
annual anniversaries. So, we would
like to receive such news from the
churches or members of the churches,
no later than Tuesday of every week.
Please contact Fr. Paul Awad for
details on: 9874 1328 or

Email: fatherpaul@melbcopts.org

E T-G!'1l = U& G U
H#<VB QI$ 2,& *Q1 6 !
RD < mniX Q f< *
#,, 315 6 = HV1
' HV1 ;< >9 o*
6 35 !0<pB 79 %&
09 !« qe/ f<VQ, H)*

B/ sO0 6B) #M | 3H

DE FIG <, : 6H 4DO
*Ql 6 ! PV3 X 6 & f< |
| K 21 >LV 13#<VB Q!I$ 2,4

6 3RD tanr f 6 - 'QB ,
% 21 *: <~ qV 6<9
<E %<u 35 !f7vQ,3 F 8
s*8 >6:* 693 '*9  A]
6kvQ<v 693 ;<( 6, s*8 >f
21 . 1 3V$ f- 36wK
P& 53% I:* Vx o 4
#V8 ?<* ;<( 6 x f 8
7% 1% 4 6, "*9 6 kV Q<yv
| 5 (4. #<VB Q!$ 6 ! *Q.
6kVvQ<v 282x ' L | %B
7 83 1& T*I$ '<= E 3
693 6,Q9 2x (2] 4
tnyn ' Vk <pB 7 |
6* 2 3fK (3 708 480
7 1< 3 >63* 6h, 4 E&H
Kl> <6KJ L&
6wK 6. v VQI$ *x3I| 3Hf9
>' 0*$ '3UK 0 3
4 * o< 4 3V$ 'Vs8
VQI$3 F qg.( (F

TQB(284 ge/ f<L-(. |
E3 b. #3 )$3 #-v 4 <

(Ajjymt{ ",.J-K
Email: fatherpaul@melbcopts.org

()

THE INCARNATION OF THE

WORD OF GOD
By Saint Athanasius the Apostolic

N <# 10)

Continued from the last issue...

Thus it happened that two opposite
marvels took place at once: the death of
all was consummated in the Lord's body;
yet, because the Word was in it, death
and corruption were in the same act
utterly abolished. Death there had to be
for all so that the due of all might be paid.
Wherefore, the Word, as | said, being
Himself incapable of death, assumed a
mortal body, that He might offer it as His
own in place of all, and suffering for the
sake of all through His union with it,
"might bring to naught Him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil, and
might deliver them who all their lifetime
were enslaved by the fear of death."
(Heb. 2. 14)

Have no fear, then. Now that the
common Saviour of all has died on our
behalf, we who believe in Christ no
longer die, as men died aforetime, in
fulfilment of the threat of the law. That
condemnation has come to an end; and
now that, by the grace of the
resurrection,  corruption has been
banished and done away, we are loosed
from our mortal bodies in God's good
time for each, so that we may obtain
thereby a better resurrection.

Like seeds cast into the earth, we do not
perish in our dissolution, but like them
shall rise again, death having been
brought to naught by the grace of the
Saviour.

That is why blessed Paul, through whom
we all have surety of the resurrection,
says: "This corruptible must put on
incorruption and this mortal must put on
immortality; but when this corruptible
shall have put on incorruption and this
mortal shall have put on immortality, then
shall be brought to pass the saying that
is written, "Death is swallowed up in
victory. 0 Death, where is thy sting? O
Grave, where is thy victory?" (1 Corl5:
53)

To be continued ...
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF THE FATHERS

The Ascension of Christ
St. Augustine of Hippo

Today our Lord Jesus Christ ascended into heaven; let our hearts
ascend with him. Listen to the words of the Apostle: If you have risen with
Christ, set your hearts on the things that are above where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God; seek the things that are above, not the
things that are on earth. For just as he remained with us even after his
ascension, so we too are already in heaven with him, even though what
is promised us has not yet been fulfilled in our bodies.

Christ is now exalted above the heavens, but he still suffers on earth all
the pain that we, the members of his body, have to bear. He showed this
when he cried out from above: Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?
and when he said: | was hungry and you gave me food.

Why do we on earth not strive to find rest with him in heaven even now,
through the faith, hope and love that unite us to him? While in heaven he
is also with us; and we while on earth are with him. He is here with us by
his divinity, his power and his love. We cannot be in heaven, as he is on
earth, by divinity, but in him, we can be there by love.

He did not leave heaven when he came down to us; nor did he withdraw
from us when he went up again into heaven. The fact that he was in
heaven even while he was on earth is borne out by his own statement:
No one has ever ascended into heaven except the one who descended
from heaven, the Son of Man, who is in heaven.

These words are explained by our oneness with Christ, for he is our head
and we are his body. No one ascended into heaven except Christ
because we also are Christ: he is the Son of Man by his union with us,
and we by our union with him are the sons of God. So the Apostle says:
Just as the human body, which has many members, is a unity, because
all the different members make one body, so is it also with Christ. He too
has many members, but one body.

Out of compassion for us he descended from heaven, and although he
ascended alone, we also ascend, because we are in him by grace. Thus,
no one but Christ descended and no one but Christ ascended; not
because there is no distinction between the head and the body, but
because the body as a unity cannot be separated from the head.

DIOCESE NEWS

The Celebration of Establishing
Church Services in Bendigo

On Saturday 23 May, 2009; His Grace
Bishop Suriel celebrated the first liturgy with
our Coptic Orthodox Community in Bendigo,
and the establishment of a Church service
there. The celebration was attended by the
clergy of Melbourne and many members of
our congregation of Melbourne.
His Grace congratulated our community of
Bendigo, which has been named “St. Paul
Community” for their efforts in leasing St.
Luke’s Anglican Church to have regular
weekly service in it. This service will be on
Tuesday evening for Vespers and Bible
study, and on Wednesday morning for the
Divine Liturgy to be held.
His Grace encouraged St. Paul Community
to; hopefully, buy a church in the near future
and to be called St. Paul's Coptic Orthodox
Church. His Grace also emphasised the role
of the congregation in mission work and
reaching out to the wider community,
following the example of St. Paul the Apostle
as a great missionary. After the Liturgy, all
attended lunch and spent a blessed and
joyful time.
Epsajee would like to congratulate His Grace
Bishop Suriel and our community in Bendigo
on this joyful occasion.

His Grace Visits St. Mary and St.
George Churches

His Grace Bishop Suriel visited St. Mary
Church on Saturday evening 16 May 09, and
on Saturday evening 23 May 09 he visited
St. George Church. His Grace met with the
Sunday school children in their classes and
talked to them and answered there
questions.

His Grace also met with the teachers of
Sunday school and discussed with them
issues pertaining to the lessons of Sunday
school and how to attain a successful and
fruitful service. His Grace also prayed the
vespers in the two churches. His Grace will
be visiting all the churches on regular basis
on Saturdays evening.
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THE POWER
OF RESURRECTION

HIS HOLINESS POPE SHENOUDA 1lI

Continued from the last issue...

The power of His resurrection also used
to frighten the chiefs of Jews because it was
an evidence of His righteousness because
if He was convicted, He would have never
Been able to rise. And as was resurrection an
evidence of His righteousness, it was at the same
time an evidence of the injustice of these chiefs and
that they framed Him; those who rejoiced when they
thought that they got rid of Him and killed Him. The
talking about His appearances after they killed Him
frightened them. And the apostles, the saints, never
stopped rebuking them on this point specifically. And
so saint Peter the apostle told them after the miracle of
healing the lame man: “the God of our fathers, glorified
His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied
in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to
let Him go. But you denied the Holy One and the Just,
and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and
killed the Prince of life, whom God raised from the
dead, of which we are witnesses...” (Ac 3:13-15). As
for the Sadducees, they do not believe in resurrection.
Thus, Christ's resurrection was a dangerous practical
proof on the path their doctrines and teachings were
heading. Therefore, they fought resurrection with all
their power and fought against the disciples in
preaching resurrection. And so the bible says: “Then
the high priest rose up, and all those who were with
him (which is the sect of the Sadducees), and they
were filled with indignation, and laid their hands on the
apostles and put them in the common prison...” (Ac
5:17, 18). But the power of resurrection was stronger
than all of them and their fighting. Truly, His
resurrection from the dead was stronger than His
descending form the cross. Also His resurrection was
an evidence that He died willingly and not forcibly.
Especially that He rose by Himself without anyone
raising Him. His resurrection was evidence that He is
stronger than death and consequently He is also
stronger than all the human power which kills and puts
to death. His resurrection indicated that His death was
a sacrifice and not by coercion. And to believe in His
resurrection means that we believe in His love,
sacrifice and redemption to humanity. And the power
of the resurrection of Christ which makes it special
than every other rising is that it is a resurrection with
no death after it, a continuous eternal resurrection. All
those who were raised from the dead, died again and
still until now under the authority of death waiting for
the common resurrection, but as for Christ, he rose
alive to forever and ever, and death has no authority
over Him. And thus the Bible called Him “the first fruits
of those who have fallen asleep.” (1 Co 15:20)

And of the power of the resurrection of Christ is that it
is a glorified resurrection. He rose with a glorified body
that: does not get tired, does not get sick, does not
decay, and does not get thirsty or hungry. And we are
waiting in the common resurrection to be raised in a
body like this too. And as the apostle said: “we also
eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who
will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed
to His glorious body.” (Phil 3:20, 21).
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DIOCESE NEWS

His Grace Attends
The Young Adults First Annual

Fundraising Dinner
His Grace Bishop Suriel attended last
Sunday 24 May 09, the Young Adults
First Annual Dinner. Also some of the
Clergy of Melbourne attended. The
occasion was a successful one, and His
Grace talked to the youth about the
importance to play a bigger role in
serving our Coptic Community in the
many fields of service.
His Grace also talked about the
importance of activating the Coptic
Orthodox Youth Association (COYA),
and the Coptic Orthodox Church Mission
(COCM) to continue their mission and
achieve their goals.
His Grace also quoted what St. John
said in his first epistle (2: 14), “I have
written to you, young men, because you
are strong, and the word of God abides
in you, and you have overcome the
wicked one”; and suggested to be added
to the logo of COYA.
His Grace also encouraged the youth to
join St. Athanasius Coptic Orthodox
Theological College, which is now in the
process of establishing itself as one of
the accredited theological colleges in
Melbourne.
His Grace also talked about the project
of the new Sport and Functions Centre
at The Dome and how much the youth
will benefit from it.

Service on Immigration Issues
Mr Jimmy Morcos, the lawyer, will be
available at The Dome every
Wednesday night from 7:00 pm — 10:00
pm to give advice, free of charge, to our
Coptic Community on legal and
immigration issues. For appointment,
please register with Carol Khalil, phone:
9874-8206 or mobile: 0411-380-388
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DIOCESE NEWS

Volunteer Library Assistant Positions Available

Saint Athanasians Coptic Orthodox Theological College
(SACOTC) is seeking multiple volunteers to assist in
the running of the SACOTC library in the evenings.
They are seeking volunteers who are available to assist
one to five nights per week.

Duties will include:

Catalogue books

Assisting patrons

Re-shelve books

General tidying of workspace

Assisting students with loans

General administrative duties — faxing, filing, emails, etc
Data entry

It would be useful if you have skills in:

Microsoft Word & Excel.

Intermediate data entry speed.

Library experience preferred but not essential, as training is provided.

If this sounds like you, please express your interest to Carol Khalil
secretary@melbcopts.org.au.

For more information call 03 9874 8206. Apply Now!!

Lectures of Rev Fr Dawood Lamie

The Diocese will start printing the )$ '*X1 1 IN36kVQ<v f9 pB
lectures of Fr. Dawood Lamie on DVD 'l UB( ,.| 0CO *

DVDs. So It is required from the 0 0 ' <
superintendents of bookshops at F % &3 %Q Q_ . q (4G
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churches to place their orders so that .
printing of these DVDs can start soon. . Q< UB*$
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0400-816-264 for more details. 2w 4 <d njnn{yt}
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St. Athanasius Orthodox Bookstore
Stands

Upcoming events that will include a
Bookstore Stand:

Upcoming Annual Winter Youth

Convention (3/7/09-9/7/09) Headed by His

Grace Bishop Suriel and His Grace Bishop

David (the general Bishop of North America).
Note: Only Cash facilities available at the Annual
Winter Youth Convention.

For Any Book Suggestions Please Email:

Bishop@melbcopts.org.au
vghebrial@hotmail.com
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Through the adventures of Kingo, Kingo and his

g friends discuss and interpret stories of the Halyld3
providing wisdom and understanding.

This DVD set is a 6 part series with audio in bibid

Holy Pimoly is an animated series based on a cangle English and Arabic Language
named Pimoly, or Moe for short. Join Moe and his
friends on the adventures that engage, entertan an
inform viewers of all ages through the teachings an

beliefs of the Orthodox Church




