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FEAST OF PENTECOST

FAMILY VISITATIONS

“Let us now go back and visit our brethren in every city where we
have preached the word of the Lord, and see how
they are doing.” (Acts 15:36)

His Grace Bishop Suriel will be visiting families in the Diocese of
Melbourne. His visits will be held mainly on the weekends and will be for
prayer, spiritual discussion, and fellowship. It is also an opportunity to speak
to His Grace about any issues in the Diocese that you would like to discuss.

Each visit should consist of a group of families (preferably around ten
families) together in the one house, which can consist of extended family
and friends. This will allow for more dialogue and questions to be answered
between families and His Grace. Each visitation will run for approximately
two hours to allow for some discussion as well as prayer and spiritual
reflection.

His Grace would like to visit all families in the Diocese but in order to be fair,
he would like to first visit the houses of those whom he has not visited
before. All are more than welcome and are encouraged to contact Carol
Khalil to organise an appointment.

His Grace is very keen to visit you all and looking forward to spending this
spiritual time with his beloved children. Please see below for your church’s
visitation timetable.
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“ But when the
Helper comes,
whom | shall
send to you
from the
Father, the
Spirit of truth
who proceeds
from the
Father, He will
testify of

Me.”
(John 15:26)
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In order for His Grace to be familiar with the names of the people who are
attending the visitations, all names must be sent to Carol Khalil and all
families must complete the Database Forms. To fill in the form online, click
on Registration on the Menu tab on www.melbcopts.org.au.

The forms have also been distributed at your local church.

Updated visitation schedules will be published in Epsajee, so please keep a
look out for them.

Carol Khalil can be contacted on the following numbers:

Phone: 03 9874 8206 - Mobile: 0411 380 388 - Fax: 03 9874 5281 Or by
Email: secretary@melbcopts.org.au
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Fax: +61-3-9874 5281
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Bishop@MelbCopts.org.au
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DIOCESE NEWS

The First Memorial
Anniversary of
Mr. Youssef Guirgis

His Grace Bishop Suriel will be

praying the Divine Liturgy on the
first memorial anniversary of His
Grace’ father, Mr. Youssef Ayoub
Guirgis on Saturday 20 June 2009
at 9:00 am at St. Athanasius

Church at The Dome.

The 40™ Day memorial of
Dr. Younan Tosson
The 40" memorial day of Dr. Younan
Toson, will be held during the second
Divine Liturgy on Sunday 21 June 09
at St. Mark Church in Preston.

Annual Winter
Youth Conventions

Under the Patronage of His Grace
Bishop Suriel and His Grace Bishop
David, the general bishop in North
America; the Annual Winter Youth
Conventions for 2009 will be held at
Philip Island in the period from 3 — 9
July 09 as follows:

University & Young Professionals
Friday 3 July — Sunday 5 July

Years 10 - 12
Sunday 5 July — Tuesday 7 July

Years 7 -9
Tuesday 7 July — Thursday 9 July

For convention information please
contact Sylvia Rofaiel on 0431-536-
444 or Marko Habib on 0412-540-
099
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THE INCARNATION OF THE

WORD OF GOD
By Saint Athanasius the Apostolic
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Continued from the | astissue...
"Well then," some people may say, "if the
essential thing was that He should
surrender His body to death in place of all,
why did He not do so as Man privately,
without going to the length of public
crucifixion? Surely it would have been more
suitable for Him to have laid aside His body
with honour than to endure so shameful a
death."
But look at this argument closely, and see
how merely human it is, whereas what the
Saviour did was truly divine and worthy of
His Godhead for several reasons. The first
is this. The death of men under ordinary
circumstances is the result of their natural
weakness. They are essentially
impermanent, so after a time they fall ill and
when worn out they die.
But the Lord is not like that. He is not weak;
He is the Power of God and Word of God
and Very Life Itself. If He had died quietly in
His bed like other men it would have looked
as if He did so in accordance with His
nature, and as though He was indeed no
more than other men. But because He was
Himself Word and Life and Power His body
was made strong, and because the death
had to be accomplished, He took the
occasion of perfecting His sacrifice not from
Himself, but from others. How could He fall
sick, Who had healed others? Or how could
that body weaken and fail by means of
which others are made strong?
Here, again, you may say, “Why did He not
prevent death, as He did sickness?"
Because it was precisely in order to be able
to die that He had taken a body, and to
prevent the death would have been to
impede the resurrection. And as to the
unsuitability of sickness for His body, as
arguing weakness, you may say, "Did He
then not hunger?" Yes, He hungered,
because that was the property of His body,
but He did not die of hunger, because He
Whose body hungered was the Lord.
Similarly, though He died to ransom all, He
did not see corruption. His body rose in
perfect soundness, for it was the body of
none other than the Life Himself.

To be conti nued...
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF THE FATHERS

DIOCESE NEWS

The Works of the Holy Spirit
St. Basil the Great

The titles given to the Holy Spirit must surely stir the soul of anyone who hears
them, and make him realise that they speak of nothing less than the Supreme
Being. Is he not called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the
Father, the steadfast Spirit, and the guiding Spirit? But his principal and most
personal title is the Holy Spirit.

To the Spirit all creatures turn in their need for sanctification; all living things
seek him according to their ability. His breath empowers each to achieve its own
natural end.

The Spirit is the source of holiness, a spiritual light, and he offers his own light to
every mind to help it in its search for truth. By nature the Spirit is beyond the
reach of our mind, but we can know him by his goodness. The power of the
Spirit fills the whole universe, but he gives himself only to those who are worthy,
acting in each according to the measure of his faith.

Simple in himself, the Spirit is manifold in his mighty works. The whole of his
being is present to each individual; the whole of his being is present everywhere.
Though shared in by many, he remains unchanged; his self giving is no loss to
himself. Like the sunshine, which permeates all the atmosphere, spreading over
land and sea, and yet is enjoyed by each person as though it were for him alone,
so the Spirit pours forth his grace in full measure, sufficient for all, and yet is
present as though exclusively to everyone who can receive him. To all creatures
that share in him he gives a delight limited only by their nature, not by his ability
to give.

The Spirit raises our hearts to heaven, guides the steps of the weak, and brings
to perfection those who are making progress. He enlightens those who have
been cleansed from every stain of sin and makes them spiritual by communion
with himself.

As clear, transparent substances become very bright when sunlight falls on them
and shines with a new radiance, so also souls in whom the Spirit, become
spiritual themselves and a source of grace for others.

From the Spirit comes foreknowledge of the future, understanding of the
mysteries of faith, insight into the hidden meaning of Scripture, and other special
gifts. Through the Spirit we become citizens of heaven; we enter into eternal
happiness, and abide in God. Through the Spirit we acquire a likeness to God;
indeed, we attain what is beyond our most sublime aspirations - we become
God.

Volunteer Library Assistant Positions Available

Saint Athanasians Coptic Orthodox Theological College (SACOTC) is
seeking multiple volunteers to assist in the running of the SACOTC
library in the evenings.

They are seeking volunteers who are available to assist one to five
nights per week.

Duties will include

Catalogue books

Assisting patrons

Re-shelve books

General tidying of workspace
Assisting students with loans

General administrative duties:
faxing, filing, emails, etc

Data entry

It would be useful if you have skills in:

Microsoft Word & Excel

Intermediate data entry speed

Library experience preferred but not essential, as training is provided

If this sounds like you, please express your interest to Carol Khalil
secretary@melbcopts.org.au

Apply Now!!

For more information call 03 9874 8206.

Lectures of D(7 Y <& T Z @

Rev. Fr. Dawood Lamie . % *
The Diocese will start printing the )2;‘)%/3 I gg\]ﬁl} GI_ ;L*@ 8 P
lectures of Fr. Dawood Lamie on ) ( " Q
DVDs. So it is required from the $G )GD=/ </ %/ 02 DVD
superintendents of bookshops at J" G %= 0D )$= E \I<=
churches to place their orders so that PG 2>)(*XPQ |D
printing of these DVDs can start /5 71 2 C$b[D %/ W

soon. Please contact Amgad Mikhalil pzpp~s{o{z £ */ 0& C$I LS/
on 0400-816-264 for details.




THE HOLY SPIRIT
WIS THE DISCIPLES
HIS HOLINESS POPE SHENOUDA Il

Jesus Christ, after His resurrection, had

spent forty days with His disciples the

saints talking to them about the things

pertaining to the kingdom of God

(Ac 1:3), afterwards and prior departing

and ascending to Heaven, He told them "tarry
in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued
with power from on high" (Lk 24:49). So what
was this power which they needed to await?
He told them "But you shall receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end
of the earth" (Ac 1:8). Yes, they couldn't start
their service preaching spiritual work unless
they were endued with that power from on
high; the Holy Spirit being upon them. They
were taught at the hands of Jesus Christ
Himself for more than three years; listening to
the teachings of this Great Master " in whom
are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge" (Col 2:3) with all the depth,
strength and influence of His teachings. With
all what they practically witnessed of His
various means in treating everyone, the way
He served, the wonders and miracles. Yes,
God didn't find all that as to be sufficient for
them, even the forty days period which He
spent with them after the resurrection God
saw that they weren't sufficient. They ought to
have power from the Holy Spirit in their
service. So God gave us an example on how
to prepare Church servants. It happens that
we, mistakenly, introduce servants to work in
God's vineyard before they are well matured
and before acquiring power from the Holy
Spirit! It's not how many Church servants are
in number; what counts is how strong their
spiritualities are. It's not how quickly we
prepare them; but how well they are internally
filed up. Only one sermon by Peter the
Apostle, after the Holy Spirit came upon them on
Pentecost, was quite sufficient for attracting
three thousand persons who were cut to the
heart and then were baptized (Ac 2:37-41). And
so was the work of the Holy Spirit with all the
other disciples whom "with great power the
apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all"
(Ac 4:33). That is why we read about their
service that "the Lord added to the church daily
those who were being saved" (Ac 2:47) ...
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