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Coptic Icon 

  
“ So I say to 

you, ask, and 
it will be 

given to you; 
seek, and you 

will find; 
knock, and it 

will be 
opened to 

you.” 
�

 

(Luke 11:9) 
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FAMILY VISITATIONS  
 

“Let us now go back and visit our brethren in every  city where we 
have preached the word of the Lord, and see how 

they are doing.” (Acts 15:36) 
 

His Grace Bishop Suriel will be visiting families in the Diocese of Melbourne. 
His visits will be held mainly on the weekends and will be for prayer, spiritual 
discussion, and fellowship. It is also an opportunity to speak to His Grace 
about any issues in the Diocese that you would like to discuss.  
 

Each visit should consist of a group of families (preferably around ten families) 
together in the one house, which can consist of extended family and friends. 
This will allow for more dialogue and questions to be answered between 
families and His Grace. Each visitation will run for approximately two hours to 
allow for some discussion as well as prayer and spiritual reflection. 
 

His Grace would like to visit all families in the Diocese but in order to be fair, 
he would like to first visit the houses of those whom he has not visited before. 
All are more than welcome and are encouraged to contact Carol Khalil to 
organise an appointment. 
 

His Grace is very keen to visit you all and looking forward to spending this 
spiritual time with his beloved children. Please see below for your church’s 
visitation timetable. 
 
Sunday 21 June 2:00pm  St Mary’s Church 
Saturday 27 June 1:00pm St Mina & St Marina’s Church 
Sunday 28 June 2:00pm St Mark’s Church 
Friday 3 July – Thursday 9 July   Youth Winter Conventions 
Saturday 1 August 1.00pm     Archangel Michael & St Anthony’s Church 
Sunday 2 August 2.00pm            St Bishoy & St Shenouda’s Church 
Saturday 8 August 1:00pm St George’s Church 
Sunday 9 August 2:00pm St Verena & St Bishoy’s Church 
Saturday 22 August 1:00pm St Athanasius Church 
 
In order for His Grace to be familiar with the names of the people who are 
attending the visitations, all names must be sent to Carol Khalil and all families 
must complete the Database Forms. To fill in the form online, click on 
Registration on the Menu tab on www.melbcopts.org.au. 
 

The forms have also been distributed at your local church. 
Updated visitation schedules will be published in Epsajee, so please keep a 
look out for them. 
 

Carol Khalil can be contacted on the following numbers: 
Phone: 03 9874 8206 - Mobile: 0411 380 388 - Fax: 03 9874 5281 or by 
Email: secretary@melbcopts.org.au 
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 The Future of SACOTC 
 

On Thursday 11 June His Grace Bishop Suriel along with the Registrar of Saint 
Athanasius Coptic Orthodox Theological College (SACOTC) Very Reverend Fr. 
Macarius Wahba, Fr. Daniel Ghobrial and Fr. Mark Attalla met with the Dean of the 
Melbourne College of Divinity (MCD) Professor Paul Beirne, the Registrar of MCD 
Dr. Elizabeth Anderson and Dr. Duncan Reid (all pictured above).  The meeting was 
held at the MCD office in Kew.  The meeting was significant in that SACOTC 
submitted its application to the MCD to be a Recognised Teaching Institution within 
the MCD. If successful then SACOTC will be the first Orthodox Theological College 
to join the MCD and the first Coptic Orthodox Theological College in the world to be 
an accredited teaching institution. 
 

The Coptic Orthodox Church has a rich tradition of education. This tradition dates as 
far back as the first century of Christianity at the time of Saint Mark the apostle who 
founded the Church of Alexandria in 55 AD and was martyred in the streets of 
Alexandria in the year 68 AD. It was Saint Mark who established the Catechetical 
School of Alexandria. This School became the oldest centre for sacred sciences in 
the history of Christianity. In it the first system of Christian theology was formed and 
the allegorical method of Biblical exegesis was devised. The School presented at 
first the whole series of academic studies, and then continued to moral and religious 
philosophy, and finally to Christian Theology. 
 

At Saint Athanasius Coptic Orthodox Theological College, we highly value 
theological education, following in the footsteps of this rich tradition of Orthodoxy in 
Egypt. I encourage and welcome graduates of our two Coptic schools (St Mary and 
St Anthony) in Melbourne as well as university students and graduates, Sunday 
School teachers and youth leaders to enroll for theological studies at the College. 
 

Academic excellence and professionalism is our aim. We aim to bring up strong 
generations of Coptic Orthodox Christians who know their faith and can relate it to 
their children for future generations. I also encourage those with a keen interest in 
theology to advance their studies with further Masters and PhD studies. I hope and 
pray that Saint Athanasius Coptic Orthodox Theological College can receive 
accreditation through the MCD and hence offer degrees that would be widely 
recognized. I also hope that in the near future courses can be studied through the 
Internet for the benefit of those from interstate, New Zealand, Fiji, Pakistan and 
further abroad. 
 

We ask for your prayers and support for this vital ministry which should be the basis 
of all our pastoral work.  I truly believe that we are in dire need of a professional, 
academic and spiritual Theological College that is well administered with proper staff 
and blessed students.  The future of our Diocese depends on this ministry for those 
that will lead our people in the future. It will be SACOTC that will produce future 
priests, monks, nuns, Sunday School teachers, youth leaders, a theologically 
informed and educated Coptic community and future staff of the College. 
 

We encourage those that are thirsty to learn more about their Church and our rich 
faith and tradition to come and study with us. God bless you. 
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DIOCESE NEWS 
 

His Grace Returns from Egypt  
His Grace Bishop Suriel returned back 
from Egypt, by the Grace of God, last 
Tuesday, 9 June 09 after he attended 
the Church celebration of the Feast of 
Pentecost, and the meetings of the 
Holy Synod. Epsajee would like to 
congratulate His Grace for his safe 
return.  

 
The Holy Synod Recognises 

St. Anthony Monastery 
 

In its meeting on Saturday 6 June, 
2009 the Holy Synod of the Coptic 
Orthodox Church officially recognized 
St. Anthony Monastery in Victoria. 
The official wording stated, "The 
committee for the affairs of 
monasteries studied the report 
presented by His Grace Bishop Suriel, 
Bishop of Melbourne concerning St. 
Anthony Monastery in Melbourne, 
Australia.  His Holiness the Pope 
opened this monastery many years 
ago and it includes a Church, monks 
cells, and a retreat house which exist 
on a large parcel of land. It was visited 
by many bishops and it has an 
established monastic life for several 
years." The Recommendation: "The 
committee recommends to the Holy 
Synod the recognition of St. Anthony 
Monastery in Melbourne, Victoria - 
Australia.”� The Holy Synod moved a 
motion in which the monastery was 
then officially recognised. 
Heartfelt congratulations to the 
Monastery of St. Anthony, to His Grace 
Bishop Suriel and to the blessed 
monks who serve there; as well as to 
the clergy and congregation of the 
Diocese of Melbourne. 
 

������ THE HOLY SPIRIT 
    WITH THE DISCIPLES 

 

HIS HOLINESS POPE SHENOUDA III 
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Continued from the last issue…  
that is why we also read that " the word 
of  God  spread,  and the number of the 
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem,  
and a great many of the priests were obedient to 
the faith " (Ac 6:7). They are clear examples of 
the fruitful service in which God's spirit 
continually works, its God's Spirit who gives 
words to preachers.  
The Holy Spirit came upon the reverend 
apostles and that was a necessary condition for 
them to serve, as well as on ordaining deacons 
it was a prerequisite. In the story of appointing 
the first seven deacons chosen to serve, we 
hear the apostles saying to the people "brethren, 
seek out from among you seven men of good 
reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, 
whom we may appoint over this business" (Ac 
6:3). "And the saying pleased the whole 
multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of 
faith and the Holy Spirit" as well as the rest of 
the seven men, it was said about Stephen the 
deacon that he was full of faith and power… (Ac 
6:5-8). For that reason when St. Stephen 
commenced his service he was able to dispute 
with three Synagogues of the Freedmen "they 
were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit 
by which he spoke" (Ac 6:10) It was also said 
that "all who sat in the council, looking 
steadfastly at him, saw his face as the face of an 
angel" (Ac 6:15).  
How broad and deep is the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the preliminary Church. The Holy Spirit 
was choosing servants and commanding that 
they should be ordained. The Holy Spirit is the 
One who said to the forefathers “Now separate 
to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 
have called them." (Ac 13:2) The Book says 
“Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands 
on them, they sent them away" " So, being sent 
out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to 
Seleucia “(Ac 13:3, 4)  
The Holy Spirit then called the two apostles Paul 
and Barnabas and sent them away…the Holy 
Spirit even indicated places where service was 
to take place…as it was said once that they 
were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the 
word in Asia and in Bithynia…then guided them 
to go to Macedonia (Ac 16:6-10).  
                                            

                                                 To be continued…  

 �, ���-�B��*N��
�<�2�G�0�2�2�7��c�S�K���>�d����	B�A��BK%��

�5��3��S�#�-�������)-���G�34�%e�	N�52�����
1���\��1���?����=)���$#��� B���=�45f�K�@2

D�Jg�:h�$#��
��5��	 #2�YST���#3R���L�� ��
� &���� 85�� 1�B� �-���%����-���� �=��� ����

$��V��	�� ��	B� �?��� iS��� �T5� :�$)�� e�5
j�V��� k7�� �T� 637��� 85���� ��	.��!Z���

�G�l�N� G�0�2� 1�B� ���/� %������ ���m�� �#3R�
�(#��V����#��(��:��#�����"O����9�(���S)T5

�$�(�37��� ������ ��O� �5��� 9�(��� �(#��V��
� `�V	�K� ���R-�/�e)�#� ��4�� �����L�n��� �=�2

�637��� 85���� $#� $�o�	�#5� e=�� G���=V#
�4�
��� YST� W	�� $
�� e=��7��� %��)
��5�K

f@2D� Jp� :hK��B� 3��� !�)��� �ST� $(.5
�G���	�#� G�4�� 6���,-��� �5��-n�5� %��=�
��

637��� 85���5� 1���\�� $#� K���(��� �O��5�:
�<�/� 6��V��� 6���,?��� $��G�0�2� ��O5K�1�B

	�#L�O5�G�����/�G���f�K�@2D�Jq�%r�:h��
�%<-#3n�6��V���6���,-���s�37���23�������S=�5
��,��,��� $#� 9#�
#� ����� �5�
�� 12� @�?-�/

K�iS��� 85���5� ��)
��� ��#5�7�� 12� �5�37��e�5
<�� e	)-�� 1�Bf� K� @2D� JtF� :h�<�2� G�0�2� ��O5

��52�5�%9�
�������$�(��
���9��4�<��/�IRN
b�#�<4�B�<=45Kf��@2D�Jtq:h���#5�9�52��#

W�5��� �(��)��� ���637���85���� ����u��2�:
��#[�5�!�3R�����-R��iS����T�637���85����1�B

e=-#����� :� ���_�� �o�7��� �T� <�/K���� �5Z��2
<��/� ��=>���� iS��� ���	�� �5�N5� ������f� K�@2

tp�JE�:h�&�-)��� ��7�K���	;5�vSM��.���#�"�
e�� i������ e=�	�� ����55��T�7	l2�K�K�1�S=�

�W�/� ��3
�/� %637��� 85���� $#� ���w2� C/
��B�	�f�K::�@2tp�Jp�%x�:h��

�%������5�s����$������������637���85����G�C/
� ��=	��25� ::� �#3R��� $B�#2� �3
�� G�0�2� ���::

����	)-��12�<��#�637���85����12�L�#���O���B
����� �����5�%���y������	)����::�12�eT3N�2�e�

�S���537#�W�/����Tf�K�@2ED�JD]tF:h��
��

�������������������������������������������BOOO 8�444���
 

 



                        
 
 
 
 
                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

DIOCESE NEWS 
 

 

   ��  

DIOCESE NEWS 
 

 

����� �<���� =0��
 

��

����� �<���� =0��
��

The First Memorial 
Anniversary of 

Mr. Youssef Guirgis 
His Grace Bishop Suriel will be 
praying the Divine Liturgy on the 
first memorial anniversary of His 
Grace’ father, Mr. Youssef Ayoub 
Guirgis on Saturday 20 June 2009 
at 9:00 am at St. Athanasius Church 
at The Dome. 

 

The 40th Day memorial of 
Dr. Younan Tosson 

The 40th memorial day of Dr. Younan 
Toson, will be held during the second�
Divine Liturgy on Sunday 21 June 09�
at St. Mark Church in Preston. 
 

Youth Annual  
Winter Conventions 

Under the Patronage of His Grace 
Bishop Suriel and His Grace Bishop 
David, the general bishop in North 
America; the Annual Winter Youth 
Conventions for 2009 will be held at 
Philip Island in the period from 3 – 9 
July 09 as follows: 
 

University & Young Professionals 
Friday 3 July – Sunday 5 July 

 

Years 10 – 12 
Sunday 5 July – Tuesday 7 July 

 

Years 7 – 9 
Tuesday 7 July – Thursday 9 July 
 

For convention information please 
contact Sylvia Rofaiel on 0431-536-
444 or Marko Habib on 0412-540-
099.  
Please note that deposit must be paid 
this Sunday 14 June to your church 
representative. 
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Youth Trip to Egypt 
Under the patronage of His Grace 
Bishop Suriel, the Diocese of 
Melbourne is organising a trip to 
Egypt for the youth from 24 January 
2010 – 24 February 2010. Rev. Fr. 
Abanoub Attala will be leading the 
trip. 
 

+�Only 40 seats are available 
+�Visiting several monasteries 
+�4 nights in Hurghada 
+�4 nights cruise Luxor/Aswan 
+�4-5 star accommodation most       
    nights and 3 meals most days 
+ $3990 + ($300 tax) 
+ Bookings and $500 deposit are 
   required by 17/07/09. Seats are 
filling fast. For more information and 
bookings please call Marian 
Yacoub 0400-143-196 or Maryan 
Moussa 0422-885-389 
 

Senior Citizens Club Trip 
Under the patronage of His Grace 
Bishop Suriel, The Senior Citizens 
Club at “The Dome” is organising a 
trip to St. Anthony Monastery at 
Heathcote on Saturday 4 July 09. 
Numbers are limited, so please 
contact Khalil Khalil on 0402-773-
480 or Carol Khalil on the diocese 
number 9874 8206 for early booking. 
Cost per individual $10.   
 

Lectures of 
Rev. Fr. Dawood Lamie 

The Diocese will start printing the 
lectures of Fr. Dawood Lamie on 
DVDs. So it is required from the 
superintendents of bookshops at 
churches to place their orders so that�
printing of these DVDs can start 
soon. Please contact Amgad Mikhail 
on 0400-816-264 for details. 


