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“But that you 

may know that 
the Son of Man 
has power on 

earth to forgive 
sins �He said to 
the man who 

was paralyzed, 
I say to you, 

arise, take up 
your bed, and 

go to your 
house.” 
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(Luke 5:24) 
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21 June, 2009 
 
Dear beloved brothers and sisters, 
 
Wishing you all a blessed Fast of our fathers the apostles.  May these holy days 
fill our lives with joy and hope. 
 
These days of the fast of the apostles remind us of how the Holy Spirit was 
working in the early church with great enthusiasm, zeal and great activity.  We 
are also happy that in our diocese great momentum, enthusiasm and many 
spiritual activities continue to take place. 
The launch of “The Dome” at the Resurrection dinner brought much joy to us for 
a new vision for the Diocese.  Also the revival of Saint Athanasius Coptic 
Orthodox Theological College and the submission of the application to seek 
recognition as a Recognised Teaching Institution within the Melbourne College of 
Divinity give us hope of many blessings in the near future.  The successful family 
and youth conferences this year have brought the whole community together, as 
well as the establishment of the new Coptic Senior Citizens Association at “The 
Dome.” 
Our home at “The Dome” in Donvale where many activities are taking place is 
becoming tired due to a lack of maintenance for many, many years.  There are 
critical maintenance which require immediate action or many eventual problems 
will arise that will cost much more to fix in the long run. 
There are many renewed services and initiatives that are set to commence but 
with an increase in service comes an increased need for resources.  We have 
plans for a new Information Technology Room and Secretarial Offices.  The 
Theological College will require two lecture theatres, a student lounge and a 
Registrar’s office.  The north wing on the ground floor in the existing building has 
been dedicated to the Theological College. 
Below is a list of ongoing works at “The Dome”: 
 
  1. Full roof restoration. 
  2. Replace damaged kitchen, oven and hot plates (near table tennis room). 
  3. Create two lecture theatres: one to seat 48 and the other to seat 32 students. 
  4. Create an office for the Registrar of the Theological College. 
  5. Install arched windows in the open corridor and creates a student lounge 
  6. Create on the second floor an Information Technology and secretarial office 
  7. Build large cupboards for storage on the second floor 
  8. Repairing the badly damaged bathrooms on the second and third floors 
  9. Repair water damaged ceiling on third floor. 
10. Update all electrical boards and sub-boards for safety. 
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There is much more that needs to be completed to maintain the building 
properly, but the above ten points are an immediate need.  The work is already 
in progress and we need to raise approximately $250 000 (two hundred and fifty 
thousand) to complete this work. 
 
We pray that God may bless all your efforts and support for this important work 
for the sake of the whole community. 
 
“So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of 
necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 
Donations can be mailed to: 
 
St Athanasius Coptic Centre Building Fund 
P.O. Box 1150 
Mitcham North, Vic. 3132 
 
Direct Deposit: 
 
Commonwealth Bank 
St Athanasius Coptic Centre Building Fund 
 
BSB: 063 159 
Account Number: 10260596 
 
Local Parish Treasurer: 
 
See your local parish treasurer 
 
Online: 
 
www.thedome.org.au 
 
 
All donations over $2 are tax deductible. 
 
Thank you very much for your prayers and support. 
 
 
 
“The Dome” - Steering Committee 
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 Program of the Visit of  
His Grace Bishop David 
 

Friday 3/7 - arrival in the evening 
then heading to the Youth  
Conventions from Friday 3/7 - 
Thursday 9/7 
 

Friday 10/7 - Private retreat 
 

Saturday 11/7 - Vespers at  
Archangel Michael & St. Anthony 
Church 6:30pm 
 

Sunday 12/7 - Divine Liturgy at St. 
George Church - 9:00am then 
departure at 4:00pm to Cairo 
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Congratulations on the 
Ordination  

His Grace Bishop Suriel, the 
clergy, the deacons, the servants, 
and the congregation of the 
Diocese of Melbourne and 
Affiliated Regions would like to 
warmly congratulate His Grace 
Bishop Danial on his ordination, by 
the Grace of God, Bishop and 
Abbot of St. Shenouda Monastery 
in Sydney; And ask the Lord to 
bless His service and keep his life 
for many years to come.  
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THE INCARNATION OF THE 
WORD OF GOD 

������ By Saint Athanasius the Apostolic  
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Continued from the last issue…  
Then, again, suppose without any 
illness He had just concealed His body 
somewhere, and then suddenly 
reappeared and said that He had risen 
from the dead. He would have been 
regarded merely as a teller of tales, 
and because there was no witness of 
His death, nobody would believe His 
resurrection. Death had to precede 
resurrection, for there could be no 
resurrection without it. A secret and 
unfitness death would have left the 
resurrection without any proof or 
evidence to support it. Again, why 
should He die a secret death, when He 
proclaimed the fact of His rising 
openly? Why should He drive out evil 
spirits and heal the man blind from 
birth and change water into wine, all 
publicly, in order to convince men that 
He was the Word, and not also declare 
publicly that incorruptibility of His 
mortal body, so that He might Himself 
be believed to be the Life? And how 
could His disciples have had boldness 
in speaking of the resurrection unless 
they could state it as a fact that He had 
first died? Or how could their hearers 
be expected to believe their assertion, 
unless they themselves also had 
witnessed His death? For if the 
Pharisees at the time refused to 
believe and forced others to deny also, 
though the things had happened 
before their very eyes, how many 
excuses for unbelief would they have 
contrived, if it had taken place 
secretly? Or how could the end of 
death and the victory *over it have 
been declared, had not the Lord thus 
challenged it before the sight of all, and 
by the incorruption of His body proved 
that henceforward it was annulled and 
void? 
                              To be continued…  
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HIS HOLINESS POPE SHENOUDA III  
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His Grace Bishop Suriel Visits  
St. Mary’s College 

His Grace Bishop Suriel visited St. Mary’s 
Coptic Orthodox College last Monday 15 
June, where he met with the students in their 
classes. His Grace also had a meeting with 
the school director Rev. Fr. Tadros 
Sharobeam, the head of the primary, the head 
of the secondary, and some of the school 
teachers. The possibility of developing a VCE 
Coptic studies subject in our schools with St. 
Athanasius Theological College was 
discussed in the meeting.    

 
Youth Annual  

Winter Conventions 
Under the Patronage of His Grace Bishop 
Suriel and His Grace Bishop David, the 
general bishop in North America; the Annual 
Winter Youth Conventions for 2009 will be 
held at Philip Island in the period from 3 – 9 
July 09 as follows: 
 

University & Young Professionals 
Friday 3 July – Sunday 5 July 

Years 10 – 12 
Sunday 5 July – Tuesday 7 July 

Years 7 – 9 
Tuesday 7 July – Thursday 9 July 

 

For convention information please contact 
Sylvia Rofaiel on 0431-536-444 or Marko 
Habib on 0412-540-099. Please note that 
deposit must be paid this Sunday 14 June to 
your church representative. 

 
�

 
 

 

Continued from the last issue…  
The Holy Spirit also led the Holy  
Councils. The first of which was  
convened by the reverend apostles in 
Jerusalem on year 45 A.D. which was 
concluded by their saying " For it seemed 
good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon 
you no greater burden…" (Ac 15:28). If the 
work of the Holy Spirit was essential for the 
reverend apostles so how would it be for the 
ordinary Church servants whom if fallen into 
sin would be an offense to the service and 
the congregation. If some people served and 
failed in their service, or may be their service 
was incomplete and not up to the required 
level of perfection; the main reason could be 
that they worked without the Holy Spirit and 
this shows us the importance of the Holy 
Spirit's leadership in the service. The first 
work of the Holy Spirit is granting numerous 
and various talents which St. Paul the apostle 
mentioned in his first epistle to Corinthians 
chapter 12. Regarding the strength of the 
service, the Holy Spirit not only gives 
utterance to the servant as when Paul the 
apostle asked to pray for him saying " that 
utterance may be given to me, that I may 
open my mouth boldly to make known the 
mystery of the gospel" (Eph 6:19)…but also 
the Spirit gives such influence and 
effectiveness to the word uttered on souls 
listening to it, the Holy Spirit grants the ability 
to implement what is heard, as well as 
working through the person's will hence this 
word would bear its fruit. As the Church cares 
for the work of the Holy Spirit in every person, 
she set up among the daily prayers the third 
hour prayer which refers to the Holy Spirit 
and His work. I know that the majority prays 
the Prime and the twelfth hour prayer, but do 
you care, as well, praying the third hour 
prayer in which you say to the Holy Spirit “O 
Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of 
truth, who is present in all places and fills all, 
the treasury of good things and the Life, 
Giver, graciously come, and dwell in us and 
purify us from all defilement, O Good One, 
and save our souls”          To be continued  … 
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Ordination Anniversary  
 

With the prayers of His Holiness 
Pope Shenouda III and His 
Grace Bishop Suriel, the 
Committee,  servants, deacons, 
and  congregation of St. Mary & 
St.  Athanasius Church in New 
Zealand congratulate Very Rev. 
Fr. Sourial Youssef on his 30th 
anniversary of his priesthood. 
Epsajee would like to 
congratulate Fr. Sourial and ask 
the Lord to bless his service. 
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Photos from the visit of His Grace to St. Mary’s Co llege  
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Photos from St Mary’s Church in Pakista n� 
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Government Grants for Our 
Coptic Orthodox Schools 

 

Since the start of 2009 St. Mary and St. 
Anthony Coptic Orthodox Colleges have 
received several Government Grants.  
 
+ St. Mary’s College received the 
following grants: 
National Secondary School Computer 
Fund (NSSF): funded for 136 
computers, total grant of $136,000. The 
grant was used to replace the old 
computers, refurbish an additional 
Computer Room and installing two 
mobile labs each has 30 computers on a 
trolley which are ready to be used in any 
classroom in the school. 
Needy School Fund: A grant supplied by 
the Victorian Government for Needy 
Schools; a total of $218,000 is used to 
build new all weather shades around the 
school. 
Building the Education Revolution: 
National School Pride Program; a fund of 
$200,000 has been approved for the 
replacement of the old Hessian walls in 
the two old original school buildings. 
Building Education Revolution for 
Primary Schools: A grant of $2,500,000 
has been approved for establishing a 
Library Learning Centre for the Primary 
School. The school also applied for a 
similar grant for the Secondary School to 
establish a Language Centre. 
 

 
+ St Anthony's Coptic Orthodox College 
has received the following approvals:  
BER Primary Schools in the 21st Century 
grant: $850,000 
BER National Schools Pride grant: 
$125,000 
Victorian Government Funds, including 
Upgrading Needy Non-Government 
Schools grant: $91,162.00 
Literacy grant: $23,872.50 
Numeracy grant: $17,772.50 
LOTE (Languages Other Than English) 
Building Capacity grant: $7,597.50 
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF THE FATHERS 
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The Life of Fasting 
 

St. John Chrysostom 
 

Do you fast? Give me proof of it by your works. If you see a poor 
man, take pity on him. If you see a friend being honored, do not 
envy him. Do not let only your mouth fast, but also the eye and 
the ear and the feet and the hands and all the members of our 
bodies. Let the hands fast, by being free of avarice.   
 

Let the feet fast, by ceasing to run after sin. Let the eyes fast, by 
disciplining them not to glare at that which is sinful. Let the ear 
fast, by not listening to evil talk and gossip.  
 

Let the mouth fast from foul words and unjust criticism. For what 
good is it if we abstain from birds and fishes, but bite and devour 
our brothers?  
May He who came to the world to save sinners strengthen us to 
complete the fast with humility, have mercy on us and save us.  
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Youth Trip to Egypt 
Under the patronage of His Grace 
Bishop Suriel, the Diocese of Melbourne 
is organising a trip to Egypt for the youth 
from 24 January 2010 – 24 February 
2010.  
Rev. Fr. Abanoub Attala will be leading 
the trip. 
 

+  �Only 40 seats are available 
 

+  �Visiting several monasteries 
 

+  �4 nights in Hurghada 
 

+  �4 nights cruise Luxor/Aswan 
 

+  �4-5 star accommodation most       
     nights and 3 meals most days 
 

+   $3990 + ($300 tax) 
 

+ Bookings and $500 deposit are 
required by 17/07/09. Seats are filling 
fast.  
 

For more information and bookings 
please call Marian Yacoub 0400-143-
196 or Maryan Moussa 0422-885-389 
 

Coptic Senior Citizens Club  
Under the patronage of His Grace 
Bishop Suriel, The Senior Citizens Club 
at “The Dome” opens every Tuesday 
from 10:30am - 3:30pm. The club will be 
offering spiritual, social, and recreational 
support to the elder members of our 
Coptic Orthodox Community. The club 
always welcomes you and encourage 
you to attend. Your views, suggestions 
and support to our community and to 
the Church are warmly received.  The 
club is organising a trip to St. Anthony 
Monastery at Heathcote on Saturday 4 
July 09. As numbers are limited, please 
contact Khalil Khalil on 0402-773-480 or 
Carol Khalil on the diocese number 
9874 8206 for early booking. Cost per 
person is $10.   
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                             My �Dear �Beloved �                  
                             Congregation� of Melbourne   
                             and Affiliated Regions,  May   
                             the   blessings � of  the  holy  
fast  of   our  holy fathers the apostle’s be with 
you all. 
After the glorious Resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ He commissioned His disciples 
saying, “Go therefore and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that 
I have commanded you; lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 
28:19-20)  In the Gospel of Saint Mark He 
says to them, “Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 
16:15) The Lord also told His disciples, “But 
you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.” (Acts 1:8) 
The Holy Spirit worked with great power in the 
lives of the apostles and in the life of the early 
Church.  On the day of Pentecost through one 
sermon of Saint Peter being filled with the 
Holy Spirit, about three thousand people 
believed in Christ and were baptized.  “Then 
those who gladly received his word were 
baptized; and that day about three thousand 
souls were added to them.” (Acts 2:41) 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit Who 
worked in the apostles many miracles and 
healings took place.  “Then fear came upon 
every soul, and many wonders and signs 
were done through the apostles.” (Acts 2:43) 
The apostles were not afraid to speak the 
truth and to preach with great boldness and 
eloquence even in front of the rulers, elders, 
and scribes.  “Now when they saw the 
boldness of Peter and John, and perceived 
that they were uneducated and untrained 
men, they marvelled.  And they realized that 
they had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4: 13) 
When Saul met with the Lord on the road to 
Damascus and was converted and became a 
chosen vessel, his life changed completely.  
He became one of the greatest missionaries 
the world has known, the great Saint Paul the 
apostle.   
�

                         � � ����
�� � <����6�N$7���
                         7!���D-� 5!��O"�         
                         ��U$���,��
� ����0�b��� 

��������8./%��������������F�;�./�� �'($"�5�(,
��$�%&)��

���!6� ��.�V%��� ^�;%��� ~�;�� ���!� -"��X� .$�
� �R��X� 12�"R,JD�'"e�� j�%&� ��2%O,�� ���3P

8./��� *������ F�e��� Y��� '���� '3�.%��. �
�5��'3�%O��T��'(C�#����"�j�%&���?+9�)���3�
� �'($"���� �3.�����E/���:���0��e�r�J�:C"�v�p

�	�‰���)s 
� �'U�� S�/�� [X�"� [�./��� ��V�D� <=J�'U��S�X�

�-/�OhO����V�e�����i� ���j%&��'��$���:������3P�
UO �r�J�"�y�p��w�)s��12�"R,�Y�������6���E�6

J./���*��������:C"���X�5����C��'(�(��'(�O��8
� � <=�� '�O7!��� <=� �_�U7� <�� 5���(,� 

Ž!e��:bX��:������"�;����-�_�U���r�J�~6��p
vs��

�<=�� ������ ����� <=� ��/�� 8./��� *����� �%�
:��
�� -;��(��� ����� )�F"� <C;(C����� .��� <=

�4C"�� a2��� 8�I�� [�./O�� �.���� -?�� SR�
�oh7�Me•� -QRQ�<�����F"•� �8./��� *�����

;%��� .�;�����.%C���� ^�� )J�*�+�� T"R � ��O�/=
�Me•�-QRQ��9��0�����x�P�<=�‘'E���� ��.%C���

[+�r�J~6��pu�s)��
�<=� WO%�� <C��� 8./��� *����� ��X� SR�� F"
��+A���� 
��V$%��� F"� ��G(��� H.�� ������)

J[+�� � � <=� M��� !�#�)��N��V�� W�� �
������ a.��� :O�� „�V,� ���G � 
��•�r� J~6��p

ut)s ������ F(�� '����%O(C�� 56� F"� F�+����
�-BR��� -%�?�� -��VA�� ���A��� 56�� -/�/9���

-�C(�����˜��A�����0�(9���0�"6�:C��)�J���6!��%O=
�5���;��� �%U��� ��.&��� ������� 8�I�� ��3�V"

5�‘�"����'O$����%�.� ���V$,)���� ��%U����%3�=�$=
~�;��j"r�J~6u�p�t)s��

�:�D� z��I��� <=� Y���� j"� S��7� ���/,� �%���
�
��k,� ���!�Ch"� �����D� ^�#6�� S�9,�� zA"_

��"�%,� T,���� )F�2��� F�i!�(��� '?�6� .�6� ^�#6�
S������[����[�./���'�?$����'��$���'U=��)��

��

When King Agrippa was trying him, the 
power of the words Saint Paul spoke 
through the Holy Spirit led Agrippa to say, 
“You almost persuade me to become a 
Christian.” (Acts 26:28) Indeed the 
preaching of the apostles spread throughout 
the whole world and as Saint Paul says, 
“Their sound has gone out to all the earth, 
and their words to the ends of the world.”  
(Romans 10:18) Another feature in the lives 
of the apostles that is evident was their 
fervent, powerful and unified prayers that 
solved many problems and gave the 
community peace and hope.  Their prayers 
literally shook the building due to its spiritual 
power.  “And when they had prayed, the 
place where they were assembled together 
was shaken; and they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God 
with boldness.” (Acts 4:31)� The Holy Spirit 
who worked through the Apostles and in the 
early Church continues to work in the Holy 
Church today.  Let us rejoice my dear 
brethren during the holy fast of the Apostles 
and glorify God in all His works of 
righteousness that He is doing through each 
and every one of us who are His children. 
Let us arise with diligence and hope and to 
do our part with great zeal and follow in the 
footsteps of our holy fathers the apostles 
and to continue their work in our Diocese.  
To be a light to the world and a salt to the 
earth and to be role models and examples 
for people to see and glorify our Father in 
Heaven.  Let us arise and fulfil the divine 
command to preach to every creature and to 
all nations. 
When we are united we are strong through 
God’s grace and we will rejoice to hear the 
words of the Book of Acts saying, “And the 
Lord added to the church daily those who 
were being saved.” (Acts 2:47) 
May the blessing of the Fast of the Apostles 
be with you all and strengthen you to renew 
your spirit. 

 
 

Suriel 
Bishop of Melbourne and Affiliated Regions 
 

18 June 2009 
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