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21 June, 2009
Dear beloved brothers and sisters,

Wishing you all a blessed Fast of our fathers the apostles. May these holy days
fill our lives with joy and hope.

These days of the fast of the apostles remind us of how the Holy Spirit was
working in the early church with great enthusiasm, zeal and great activity. We
are also happy that in our diocese great momentum, enthusiasm and many
spiritual activities continue to take place.

The launch of “The Dome” at the Resurrection dinner brought much joy to us for
a new vision for the Diocese. Also the revival of Saint Athanasius Coptic
Orthodox Theological College and the submission of the application to seek
recognition as a Recognised Teaching Institution within the Melbourne College of
Divinity give us hope of many blessings in the near future. The successful family
and youth conferences this year have brought the whole community together, as
well as the establishment of the new Coptic Senior Citizens Association at “The
Dome.”

Our home at “The Dome” in Donvale where many activities are taking place is
becoming tired due to a lack of maintenance for many, many years. There are
critical maintenance which require immediate action or many eventual problems
will arise that will cost much more to fix in the long run.

There are many renewed services and initiatives that are set to commence but
with an increase in service comes an increased need for resources. We have
plans for a new Information Technology Room and Secretarial Offices. The
Theological College will require two lecture theatres, a student lounge and a
Registrar’s office. The north wing on the ground floor in the existing building has
been dedicated to the Theological College.

Below is a list of ongoing works at “The Dome”:

1. Full roof restoration.

2. Replace damaged kitchen, oven and hot plates (near table tennis room).

3. Create two lecture theatres: one to seat 48 and the other to seat 32 students.
4. Create an office for the Registrar of the Theological College.

5. Install arched windows in the open corridor and creates a student lounge

6. Create on the second floor an Information Technology and secretarial office
7. Build large cupboards for storage on the second floor

8. Repairing the badly damaged bathrooms on the second and third floors

9. Repair water damaged ceiling on third floor.

0. Update all electrical boards and sub-boards for safety.
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St Athanasius Coptic Centre Building Fund
P.O. Box 1150
Mitcham North, Vic. 3132

Commonwealth Bank

St Athanasius Coptic Centre Building Fund
BSB: 063 159

Account Number: 10260596

www.thedome.org.au
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There is much more that needs to be completed to maintain the building
properly, but the above ten points are an immediate need. The work is already
in progress and we need to raise approximately $250 000 (two hundred and fifty
thousand) to complete this work.

We pray that God may bless all your efforts and support for this important work
for the sake of the whole community.

“So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of
necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7)

Donations can be mailed to:

St Athanasius Coptic Centre Building Fund
P.O. Box 1150

Mitcham North, Vic. 3132

Direct Deposit:

Commonwealth Bank
St Athanasius Coptic Centre Building Fund

BSB: 063 159
Account Number: 10260596

Local Parish Treasurer:
See your local parish treasurer
Online:

www.thedome.org.au

All donations over $2 are tax deductible.

Thank you very much for your prayers and support.

“The Dome” - Steering Committee
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Government Grants for

St. Anthony’s College
Please note the following corrections for
some errors appeared in the last issue of
Epsajee:
St Anthony's Coptic Orthodox College has
received the following approvals:
BER Primary Schools in the 21st Century
grant: $850,000
BER National Schools Pride grant:
$125,000
Victorian Government Funds, including
Upgrading Needy Non-Government
Schools grant: $91,162
Literacy grant: $23,872
Numeracy grant: $17,772
LOTE (Languages Other Than English)
Building Capacity grant: $7,597
Other grants: $3,700

Youth Annual
Winter Conventions

Under the Patronage of His Grace
Bishop Suriel and His Grace Bishop
David, the general bishop in North
America; the Annual Winter Youth
Conventions for 2009 will be held at
Philip Island in the period from 3 — 9
July 09 as follows:

University & Young Professionals
Friday 3 July — Sunday 5 July
Years 10 — 12
Sunday 5 July — Tuesday 7 July
Years 7 -9
Tuesday 7 July — Thursday 9 July

All attendees coming to the winter
convention are to bring the following
with them:

Agbeya, Holy Bible, warm clothes,
Quilts or Sleeping Bag, Pillow, Head
cover for Holy Communion for females,
Tunic (Tonia) for Deacons, and
Toiletries.

For convention information or for any
issues please contact Sylvia Rofaiel on
0431-536-444 or Marko Habib on 0412-
540-099 or contact vour local church
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General Secretary of the VCC
Visits The Dome

Theo Mackaay the new General
Secretary of the Victorian Council of
Churches visited His Grace Bishop Suriel
last Monday 22 June at The Dome to
gain a better understanding of the Coptic
Orthodox Diocese of Melbourne. He was
particularly interested to hear of our
mission work in Melbourne as well as in
Fiji and Pakistan. He was also interested
in our youth ministry. His Grace informed
Mr. Mackaay of the future plans for The
Dome as well as the progress of our
Theological College.
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The Monthly Clergy Meeting

On last Thursday 18 June, the monthly
meeting of the fathers the clergy of the
diocese was held under the leadership
of His Grace Bishop Suriel. His Grace
gave a valuable lecture on the Art of
effective lecturing. His Grace also
briefed the fathers about the recent
resolutions of the Holy Synod of the
Coptic Orthodox Church.

Also the Holy Synod issued a ban on
the circulation of the book “God Calls”
to be drawn from our churches
bookshops. The book is published
overseas and it promotes protestant
beliefs.

Also some other matters related to the
service and starting Liturgical service in
new areas were discussed. His Grace
also accompanied the fathers in a tour
around The Dome to show them the
maintenance works and the new
constructions at the new wing of the
Theological College.
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New Staff Member at The Dome
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MY COPTIC THE HOLY SPIRIT

WITH THE DISCIPLES

LANGUAGE HIS HOLINESS POPE SHENOUDA liI
Continued from the last issue... kK, -h*
You have an evident relation with the - B<= 3SY#" -XR 5F

Father in most of your prayers and in _
the prayer of thanksgiving, you also -XR A R( s_ » O(
have a relation with the Son our Savior especialy in <= % 2 " ~ + 00i C"f" -XR

the prayer of the sixth hour in which you say "O You, =75 [,<E -[ - : - R(

Who on the sixth day and in the sixth hour was . | g - 0— <= C' J
nailed to the cross, for... ", but what is your — ' — -

relationship with the Holy Spirit whom without Hm <3 ' C JO NOb O g
you cannot live in the life of righteousness ... 565 HE;,,e E6 8/ * " EXR
In the prayer of the third hour we ask for the grace of . _ " _

the Holy Spirit, for the work of this grace in us DD -5 <= Fa. <= 9
particularly for the sake of purifying us. And in the - 123 8./ * - NOH
absolution of the third hour we say "we thank You for ~ Q9, <= S/ ) UH, -( i" =

You raised us for prayer in this holy hour, in which —_ _
You abundantly poured the grace of Your Holy Spirit <= RbO EX6x c A-DD

upon Your holy disciples and honorable and blessed X &- WG=6<E -./ -, 123
apostles.." )./ x( 2'RE :O :k"8./
We also repeat the phrase ' the grace of Your Holy &6JS/= 8/ * - & &

Spirit " and say "send forth upon us the grace of Your ,

Holy Spirit, and purify us from all defilement of body [_ C U 8./ X & - F
and spirit. Change us into a spiritual manner of life, < - & :F O * .V

that we may walk in the Spirit and not fulfill the lusts 2e ) \/ u7 e * "
of the flesh." Point out here that according to the S.O C" OE 8/ *O - TE 1
Holy Spirit; we are speaking about the grace being ) : T 9
sent forth upon us and not the hypostasis as some <Hig % 0 X SO C [ -

may Ilalselyér;ink... tSending forth the grace is for the (g O 3- SO )~
apostles and for us too... -

Notice the work of the Holy Spirit as well in purifying 8./ $G6 ?e )$G 6
body and spirit. It is good for a person to seek NOH 5;f 56 C; )* .,V & Ue
purification of his soul through the work of the Holy T =8/ * ZeeC T+ &Ue

Spirit in him and not just by means of his own _ A A .
humanly effort throughout which he might fall and )O/ T=h/ "2 A1 U_V [

rise... T S/a 8/ *O€6S 6¢C3
There are othertIJ<inds regardirr:g tEedwr?rk of the Holy -+ *& pD D -; R( <=
Spirit; we say about Him in the third hour prayer: "a _ . _ *
spirit of prophecy and chastity, a spirit of holiness, +T S/ *) HO; N ! / &
justice and authority”. The book of Isaiah the Prophet U+ - 9 *& Y & J< 76
says about the Holy Spirit: "The Spirit of the Lord, -=|' -= *& &A * &
The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of - 0

counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge and of TO_NOH . 23 /p , 76r Jy _
the fear of the Lord " (Is 11:2). '( _<U— -HO; C 6 ) ’ O( <=
We ask in our prayers for the work of all this. Hi +k' 5HO xP <= u-"
Regarding authority, it is mainly appointed to 'E C _ C'Z :F-: "-HO; *&

Priesthood. Including the power of forgiving sins, " - .
Spirit of authority as regarding average believers is: IG" U+6Im:O -HO U 5 56
Either having control on their own selves throughself R=Ce¢ A :O -HO B 56 6 [+
discipline or on the other hand having power on =* )U, &F C' 6 U:+6 C' 3
devils not allowing them to be in control of their life or = x

of their own will. 29 . *& 79 *&$G6 38/
The Holy Spirit as well is the Spiritof truth In 15:26), 2\ e & $ /5 } *&T=

the Spirit of justice. We must not also forget the - e$G6)s "OEel1 "
work of the Holy Spirit in all the Church Sacraments. . & 6 %<=8/ *




