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“But I say to 
you who hear: 

Love your 
enemies, do 

good to those 
who hate you, 

bless those �
who curse 

you, and pray 
for those who 
spitefully use �

you.” 
 

(Luke 6:27, 28) 
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DIOCESE NEWS 
 

21 June, 2009 
 
Dear beloved brothers and sisters, 
 
Wishing you all a blessed Fast of our fathers the apostles.  May these holy 
days fill our lives with joy and hope. 
 

These days of the fast of the apostles remind us of how the Holy Spirit was 
working in the early church with great enthusiasm, zeal and great activity.  We 
are also happy that in our diocese great momentum, enthusiasm and many 
spiritual activities continue to take place. 
 

The launch of “The Dome” at the Resurrection dinner brought much joy to us 
for a new vision for the Diocese.  Also the revival of Saint Athanasius Coptic 
Orthodox Theological College and the submission of the application to seek 
recognition as a Recognised Teaching Institution within the Melbourne College 
of Divinity give us hope of many blessings in the near future.  The successful 
family and youth conferences this year have brought the whole community 
together, as well as the establishment of the new Coptic Senior Citizens 
Association at “The Dome.” 
 

Our home at “The Dome” in Donvale where many activities are taking place is 
becoming tired due to a lack of maintenance for many, many years.  There are 
critical maintenance which require immediate action or many eventual 
problems will arise that will cost much more to fix in the long run. 
 

There are many renewed services and initiatives that are set to commence but 
with an increase in service comes an increased need for resources.  We have 
plans for a new Information Technology Room and Secretarial Offices.  The 
Theological College will require two lecture theatres, a student lounge and a 
Registrar’s office.  The north wing on the ground floor in the existing building 
has been dedicated to the Theological College. 
Below is a list of ongoing works at “The Dome”: 
 

  1. Full roof restoration. 
  2. Replace damaged kitchen, oven and hot plates (near table tennis room). 
  3. Create two lecture theatres: one to seat 48 and the other to seat 32 
students. 
  4. Create an office for the Registrar of the Theological College. 
  5. Install arched windows in the open corridor and creates a student lounge 
  6. Create on the second floor an Information Technology and secretarial office 
  7. Build large cupboards for storage on the second floor 
  8. Repairing the badly damaged bathrooms on the second and third floors 
  9. Repair water damaged ceiling on third floor. 
10. Update all electrical boards and sub-boards for safety. 
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St Athanasius Coptic Centre Building Fund 
P.O. Box 1150 
Mitcham North, Vic. 3132 
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Commonwealth Bank 
St Athanasius Coptic Centre Building Fund 
BSB: 063 159 
Account Number: 10260596 
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There is much more that needs to be completed to maintain the building 
properly, but the above ten points are an immediate need.  The work is already 
in progress and we need to raise approximately $250 000 (two hundred and fifty 
thousand) to complete this work. 
 
We pray that God may bless all your efforts and support for this important work 
for the sake of the whole community. 
 
“So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of 
necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 
Donations can be mailed to: 
 
St Athanasius Coptic Centre Building Fund 
P.O. Box 1150 
Mitcham North, Vic. 3132 
 
Direct Deposit: 
 
Commonwealth Bank 
St Athanasius Coptic Centre Building Fund 
 
BSB: 063 159 
Account Number: 10260596 
 
Local Parish Treasurer: 
 
See your local parish treasurer 
 
Online: 
 
www.thedome.org.au 
 
 
All donations over $2 are tax deductible. 
 
Thank you very much for your prayers and support. 
 
 
“The Dome” - Steering Committee 
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Youth Winter Convention 2009 Bus Time Table 

 

Year 10 - 12 
 

 

Date 
 

Meeting Place  
 

Time of Departure 
 

Time of Arrival 
 

 
 

Sunday 5 Jul 
 

 

 
St. Mary Church 

12:15pm 
--------------------- 

The Dome 
12:30pm 

 
12:45pm 

 
-------------------------- 

1:00pm 

 
3:00pm 

 
---------------------- 

3:00pm 

 

 
 

Tuesday 7 Jul 

 
 
Philip Island 

 
 

4:00pm 

St. Mary Church 
6:15pm 

--------------------- 
The Dome 

6:00pm 
 

 

Year 7 - 9 
 

 
 
 

Tuesday 7Jul  

 
St. Mary Church 

12:15pm 
--------------------- 

The Dome 
12:30pm 

 
12:45pm 

 
-------------------------- 

1:00pm 

 
3:00pm 

 
---------------------- 

3:00pm  

 
 

Thursday 9 Jul  

 
 

Philip Island 
 

 
 

4:00pm 

St. Mary Church 
6:15pm 

--------------------- 
The Dome 

6:00pm 
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Program of His Grace Bishop 
Suriel Visits to the Families 

 

Sunday 2 August  – 2:00pm 
St. Bishoy & St. Shenouda Church 

 

Saturday 8 August – 1:00pm 
St. George Church 

 

Saturday 9 August – 2:00pm 
St. Verena & St. Bishoy Church 

 

Saturday 22 August  – 1:00pm 
St. Athanasius Church 
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Coptic Orthodox Church Diocese of 
Melbourne: 
Coptic Charity Account: 
BSB: 063159 Account: 10246268 
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Coptic Orthodox Church Diocese of 
Melbourne and Affiliated Regions, 
P.O. Box 1150, Mitcham North, 
VIC, 3132 
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Australian Charity Aid 
Organisation 

The Australian Charity Aid is an 
organisation that works 
independently of the Church and is 
not affiliated with the Diocese of 
Melbourne in any way. The Diocese 
is not aware of how the funds 
collected are spent and does not 
support this organisation. The 
Diocese of Melbourne is not 
responsible for any funds donated to 
the Australian Charity Aid 
Organisation. 
 

Anba Abraam Friends  
Of the Poor  

Anba Abraam Friends of the Poor is 
the formal charity organisation that is 
supported by the Diocese of 
Melbourne. If you would like to make 
a donation to Anba Abraam Friends 
of the Poor you can make it direct to 
the following bank account:  
Coptic Orthodox Church Diocese of 
Melbourne: 
Coptic Charity Account: 
BSB: 063159 Account: 10246268 
 

Or alternatively, cheques can be 
made out to: Coptic Charity  and 
sent to:  
Coptic Orthodox Church Diocese of 
Melbourne and Affiliated Regions, 
P.O. Box 1150, Mitcham North, VIC, 
3132 
 

All funds collected by Anba Abraam 
Friends of the Poor go to assist the 
poor and underprivileged, mainly in 
Egypt, but also in Sudan, Fiji, and 
Pakistan. 
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 GOD IN YOUR PRAYERS 
    AND SPIRITUALITIES 

 

 HIS HOLINESS POPE SHENOUDA III  

Lots of people, in their spiritual 
life, fight  on  their own, without  
letting God  in  with them to ask 
Him   strength  and  assistance, 
forgetting the Lord's saying: " for without 
Me you can do nothing" (Jn 15:5). Those 
people, they don't ask God to be with them 
in whatever they do. On the contrary each 
one of them depends only on his own 
thinking or on someone else's, not putting 
in mind God's work in him or for him!! At 
the same time Jesus says: "Until now you 
have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and 
you will receive, that your joy may be full " 
(Jn 16:24). And many people when they 
intend to live in holiness or even intend to 
grow in the life of holiness they take many 
vows and give many promises as if they, 
with their own power, can actually do what 
they had promised to! They don't even ask 
for God's help when it comes to fulfilling 
those vows or promises. With confidence 
and feeling of the deceitful strength they 
think they can fulfill their vows. The branch 
of a vine can never grow or bear fruit 
unless the vine's juice passes and reaches 
it otherwise it dies, as God says: "I am the 
vine, you are the branches. He who abides 
in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit" (Jn 
15:5). So, do you rely on your own self, in 
all the details of your life, or do seek the 
Lord and depend on Him? If you want to 
live correctly, you should continually seek 
God's assistance and grace in every work 
you do constantly and all the time, ask Him 
to grant you wisdom, strength and 
blessing. This is very much clear in our 
ritual prayers whether from the Agpia, most 
of the Psalms or in the Liturgy Prayer…it is 
beautiful that song which says "hold my 
hands and lead me according to Your own 
will! Do you rely on our Lord in your daily 
life, is He the One who holds your hand 
and take the lead? Or do you lead yourself 
according to your own will?!  
                                                     To be continued…  
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THE INCARNATION OF 
THE�WORD OF GOD 

By Saint Athanasius the Apostolic  

 

h���P+#��!Y)��
4��O����l��O��%3�b�� +���

������������ 

  �   ���� ���4N>� 
 

 

�  
 

 Continued…                                               
There are some other possible objections that 
must be answered. Some might urge that, 
even granting the necessity of a public death 
for subsequent belief in the resurrection, it 
would surely have been better for Him to have 
arranged an honourable death for Himself, 
and so to have avoided the ignominy of the 
cross. But even this would have given ground 
for suspicion that His power over death was 
limited to the particular kind of death which 
He chose for Himself; and that again would 
furnish excuse for disbelieving the 
resurrection. Death came to His body, 
therefore, not from Himself but from enemy 
action, in order that the Saviour might utterly 
abolish death in whatever form they offered it 
to Him. A generous wrestler, virile and strong, 
does not himself choose his antagonists, lest 
it should be thought that of some of them he 
is afraid. Rather, he lets the spectators 
choose them, and that all the more if these 
are hostile, so that he may overthrow 
whomsoever they match against him and thus 
vindicate his superior strength. Even so was it 
with Christ. He, the Life of all, our Lord and 
Saviour, did not arrange the manner of his 
own death lest He should seem to be afraid of 
some other kind. No. He accepted and bore 
upon the cross a death inflicted by others, 
and those others His special enemies, a 
death which to them was supremely terrible 
and by no means to be faced; and He did this 
in order that, by destroying even this death, 
He might Himself be believed to be the Life, 
and the power of death be recognised as 
finally annulled. A marvelous and mighty 
paradox has thus occurred, for the death 
which they thought to inflict on Him as 
dishonour and disgrace has become the 
glorious monument to death's defeat. 
Therefore it is also, that He neither endured 
the death of John, who was beheaded, nor 
was He sawn asunder, like Isaiah: even in 
death He preserved His body whole and 
undivided, so that there should be no excuse 
hereafter for those who would divide the 
Church.                          To be continued…  
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