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“Nevertheless 
do not rejoice 

in this, that 
the spirits are 

subject to 
you, but 
rather 
rejoice 

because your 
names are 
written in 
heaven.” 

 

(Luke 10:20) 
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DIOCESE NEWS 
 

21 June, 2009 
 
Dear beloved brothers and sisters, 
 
Wishing you all a blessed Fast of our fathers the apostles.  May these holy 
days fill our lives with joy and hope. 
 

These days of the fast of the apostles remind us of how the Holy Spirit was 
working in the early church with great enthusiasm, zeal and great activity.  We 
are also happy that in our diocese great momentum, enthusiasm and many 
spiritual activities continue to take place. 
 

The launch of “The Dome” at the Resurrection dinner brought much joy to us 
for a new vision for the Diocese.  Also the revival of Saint Athanasius Coptic 
Orthodox Theological College and the submission of the application to seek 
recognition as a Recognised Teaching Institution within the Melbourne College 
of Divinity give us hope of many blessings in the near future.  The successful 
family and youth conferences this year have brought the whole community 
together, as well as the establishment of the new Coptic Senior Citizens 
Association at “The Dome.” 
 

Our home at “The Dome” in Donvale where many activities are taking place is 
becoming tired due to a lack of maintenance for many, many years.  There are 
critical maintenance which require immediate action or many eventual 
problems will arise that will cost much more to fix in the long run. 
 

There are many renewed services and initiatives that are set to commence but 
with an increase in service comes an increased need for resources.  We have 
plans for a new Information Technology Room and Secretarial Offices.  The 
Theological College will require two lecture theatres, a student lounge and a 
Registrar’s office.  The north wing on the ground floor in the existing building 
has been dedicated to the Theological College. 
Below is a list of ongoing works at “The Dome”: 
 

  1. Full roof restoration. 
  2. Replace damaged kitchen, oven and hot plates (near table tennis room). 
  3. Create two lecture theatres: one to seat 48 and the other to seat 32 
students. 
  4. Create an office for the Registrar of the Theological College. 
  5. Install arched windows in the open corridor and creates a student lounge 
  6. Create on the second floor an Information Technology and secretarial office 
  7. Build large cupboards for storage on the second floor 
  8. Repairing the badly damaged bathrooms on the second and third floors 
  9. Repair water damaged ceiling on third floor. 
10. Update all electrical boards and sub-boards for safety. 
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St Athanasius Coptic Centre Building Fund 
P.O. Box 1150 
Mitcham North, Vic. 3132 
 

����?����\7���]��^�/�� 
 
Commonwealth Bank 
St Athanasius Coptic Centre Building Fund 
BSB: 063 159 
Account Number: 10260596 
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There is much more that needs to be completed to maintain the building 
properly, but the above ten points are an immediate need.  The work is already 
in progress and we need to raise approximately $250 000 (two hundred and fifty 
thousand) to complete this work. 
 
We pray that God may bless all your efforts and support for this important work 
for the sake of the whole community. 
 
“So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of 
necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 
Donations can be mailed to: 
 
St Athanasius Coptic Centre Building Fund 
P.O. Box 1150 
Mitcham North, Vic. 3132 
 
Direct Deposit: 
 
Commonwealth Bank 
St Athanasius Coptic Centre Building Fund 
 
BSB: 063 159 
Account Number: 10260596 
 
Local Parish Treasurer: 
 
See your local parish treasurer 
 
Online: 
 
www.thedome.org.au 
 
 
All donations over $2 are tax deductible. 
 
Thank you very much for your prayers and support. 
 
 
“The Dome” - Steering Committee 
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Program of His Grace Bishop 
Suriel Visits to the Families 

 

Sunday 2 August  – 2:00pm 
St. Bishoy & St. Shenouda Church 

 

Saturday 8 August – 1:00pm 
St. George Church 

 

Saturday 9 August – 2:00pm 
St. Verena & St. Bishoy Church 

 

Saturday 22 August  – 1:00pm 
St. Athanasius Church 

 

Youth Trip to Egypt 
Under the patronage of His Grace 
Bishop Suriel, the Diocese of Melbourne 
is organising a trip to Egypt for the youth 
from 24 January 2010 – 24 February 
2010.  
Rev. Fr. Abanoub Attala will be leading 
the trip. 
 

+  �Only 40 seats are available 
+  �Visiting several monasteries 
+  �4 nights in Hurghada 
+  �4 nights cruise Luxor/Aswan 
+  �4-5 star accommodation most nights     
     and 3 meals most days 
+   $3990 + ($300 tax) 
+ Bookings and $500 deposit are   
    required by 17/07/09. Please hurry to    
   book your seat  
 

For more information and bookings 
please call Marian Yacoub 0400-143-
196 or Maryan Moussa 0422-885-389 

 

Congratulations 
Dr. Sonia George has completed her 
PhD in Parkinson's disease research 
and has also just been appointed to 
work in the United States.  
Epsajee, would like to congratulate Dr. 
Sonia on her hard work and 
achievements, and also wish her all of 
God's blessings and the very best with 
her new life in America.  
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Epsajee is publishing, social news such 
as baptism, engagement, wedding, 
funerals...etc. So, we would like to receive 
such news from the churches�or members 
of churches, no later than Tuesday of 
each week.  

 

Coptic Senior Citizens Club  
 

Under the patronage of His Grace Bishop 
Suriel, The Senior Citizens Club at “The 
Dome” opens every Tuesday from 
10:30am - 3:30pm. The club will be 
offering spiritual, social, and recreational 
support to the elder members of our 
Coptic Orthodox Community. The club 
always welcomes you and encourage you 
to attend. Your views, suggestions and 
support to our community and to the 
Church are warmly received.  The club is 
inviting you to attend a lecture on Tuesday 
28 Jul 09 at 11am about “Worried about 
your memory, here is what you can do”. 
There will be interpretation for the lecture 
in Arabic. For reservation please contact 
Carol Khalil, 9874 8206 or Khalil Khalil, 
0480-773-0402.   
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Photo of the members of “The Dome” Coptic Senior Citizens Club  
On their trip to St. Anthony Monastery at Heathcote  
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�SAINTS PETER AND PAUL 
       HIS HOLINESS POPE SHENOUDA III 

 

 

 GOD IN YOUR PRAYERS 
    AND SPIRITUALITIES 

 

 HIS HOLINESS POPE SHENOUDA III  

Continued…  
Let's  take  an  example  on the life 
of  purity  and  repentance,  the life 
of  holiness:  We  say to the Lord in 
the Divine Liturgy "Purify our souls, 
our bodies, and our spirits". We also add to it 
in the Fraction "our hearts, our eyes, our 
understanding, our thoughts and our 
consciences". We are not making promise to 
be pure, we are actually asking the Lord to 
grant us this purity. We pray in the Absolution 
of the 3rd hr Prayer saying "send forth upon 
us the grace of Your Holy Spirit, and purify us 
from all defilement of body and spirit. Change 
us into a spiritual manner of life, that we may 
walk in the Spirit and not fulfill the lusts of the 
flesh"; all of these are supplications in our 
prayers and not vows that we take. And at the 
end of the 12th Hour Prayer we say 
"Graciously accord, O Lord, to keep us this 
night without sin." In Psalm 50 which we 
repeat it in every prayer we say "You shall 
sprinkle me with Your hyssop, and I shall be 
purified: You shall wash me, and I shall be 
made whiter than snow", "Wash me 
thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin" All of that is God's work in us, 
without god we cannot on our own become 
pure…He is the One who washes us from our 
sin, purify and cleanses us. So beautiful is 
that supplication in the Book of Jeremiah 
"Restore me, and I will return" (Jr 31:18). And 
here God's work in our repentance is clearly 
perceived. Mar Isaac the bishop of Nineveh 
says "drawn away by the Devil he who thinks 
that there is any other access into repentance 
except by praying". Therefore, ask the Lord to 
grant you repentance according to His true 
promise in the Book of Ezekiel the Prophet 
who says: "Then I will sprinkle clean water on 
you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you 
from all your filthiness and from all your idols. 
I will give you a new heart and put a new 
spirit within you…" (Ez 36: 25-27). Doesn't 
this remind us with the prayer of David the 
Prophet in Psalm 50 "Create in me a clean 
heart, O God; and renew a right spirit in my 
inward parts."                 To be continued…                                                
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The two Saints Peter and Paul are of the Holy 
Church's pillars. Acts of the Apostles begins 
with St. Peter's work, and is then completed 
with St. Paul's service till the last verse of the 
Acts book. In the missionary work, St. Peter 
was appointed to care for the Jews (they of 
the circumcision); St. Paul was entrusted with 
caring for the gentiles (they of the un- 
circumcision). And so St. Paul wrote in his 
epistle to the Galatians "the gospel for the 
uncircumcised had been committed to me, as 
the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter, 
for He who worked effectively in Peter for the 
apostleship to the circumcised also worked 
effectively in me toward the Gentiles" (Ga 2:7, 
8). And because St. Peter was concerned 
with preaching for the Jews, he used verses 
from the Old Testament and from the Psalms 
in his sermons many times and in his epistles. 
On the other hand, St. Paul's epistles were 
not so, except only his epistle to the Hebrews. 
Peter the Apostle was one of the Twelve, but 
Paul the Apostle was not of the Twelve and 
was not of the seventy Apostles (Lk 10). But 
Paul the Apostle, he was persecuting the 
church (1 Ti 1:13), and then later on he knew 
Jesus Christ and saw Him in visions. The two 
saints Peter and Paul the Apostles, each of 
them was heavenly called for the service, and 
that is why each is named as an Apostle. 
Peter the Apostle was a simple fisherman. 
But Paul the Apostle was a philosopher. Peter 
the Apostle, besides dogma; he focused on 
the sanctity of life. And Paul the Apostle, 
besides the sanctity of life, focused on dogma 
and theology. Both St. Peter and St. Paul 
raised a dead person, each one of the two 
saints worked miracles which had great 
influence on spreading out the Christian faith. 
St. Peter was married, whereas St. Paul was 
celibate. And this shows us that Jesus Christ 
welcomes in the service both married persons 
and celibate persons. Both Saints Peter and 
Paul exerted much effort in their ministry and 
tolerated much as well. Both of them departed 
from life as a martyr. Both St. Peter and St. 
Paul, their life ended as martyrs on year 67 
AD during the reign of Emperor Nero. 
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 Continued…                                               
So much for the objections of those 
outside the Church; But if any honest 
Christian wants to know why He suffered 
death on the cross and not in some other 
way, we answer thus: in no other way 
was it expedient for us, indeed the Lord 
offered for our sakes the one death that 
was supremely good. He had come to 
bear the curse that lay on us; and how 
could He "becomes a curse" (Gal. 3. 13) 
otherwise than by accepting the 
accursed death? And that death is the 
cross, for it is written "Cursed is every 
one that hangs on a tree." (Gal 3:13.) 
Again, the death of the Lord is the 
ransom of all, and by it "the middle wall 
of partition" (Eph. 2. 14) is broken down 
and the call of the Gentiles comes about. 
How could He have called us if He had 
not been crucified, for it is only on the 
cross that a man dies with arms 
outstretched? Here, again, we see the 
fitness of His death and of those 
outstretched arms: it was that He might 
draw His ancient people with the one and 
the Gentiles with the other, and join both 
together in Himself. Even so, He foretold 
the manner of His redeeming death, “I, if 
I be lifted up, will draw all men unto 
Myself." (John 7. 32) Again, the air is the 
sphere of the devil, the enemy of our 
race who, having fallen from heaven, 
endeavours with the other evil spirits who 
shared in his disobedience both to keep 
souls from the truth and to hinder the 
progress of those who are trying to follow 
it. The apostle refers to this when he 
says, "According to the prince of the 
power of the air, of the spirit that now 
works in the sons of disobedience." 
(Ephesus 2:2). 
 

                                               To be continued... 
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