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“Then Jesus 
called a little 

child to Him, set 
him in the  

midst of them, 
and said, 

“Assuredly, I 
say to you, 

unless you are 
converted and 

become as little 
children, you 

will by no 
means enter the 

kingdom of 
heaven.” 

 

(Matthew 18:2, 3)  
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DIOCESE NEWS 
 

21 June, 2009 
 
Dear beloved brothers and sisters, 
 
Wishing you all a blessed Fast of our fathers the apostles.  May these holy 
days fill our lives with joy and hope. 
 

These days of the fast of the apostles remind us of how the Holy Spirit was 
working in the early church with great enthusiasm, zeal and great activity.  We 
are also happy that in our diocese great momentum, enthusiasm and many 
spiritual activities continue to take place. 
 

The launch of “The Dome” at the Resurrection dinner brought much joy to us 
for a new vision for the Diocese.  Also the revival of Saint Athanasius Coptic 
Orthodox Theological College and the submission of the application to seek 
recognition as a Recognised Teaching Institution within the Melbourne College 
of Divinity give us hope of many blessings in the near future.  The successful 
family and youth conferences this year have brought the whole community 
together, as well as the establishment of the new Coptic Senior Citizens 
Association at “The Dome.” 
 

Our home at “The Dome” in Donvale where many activities are taking place is 
becoming tired due to a lack of maintenance for many, many years.  There are 
critical maintenance which require immediate action or many eventual 
problems will arise that will cost much more to fix in the long run. 
 

There are many renewed services and initiatives that are set to commence but 
with an increase in service comes an increased need for resources.  We have 
plans for a new Information Technology Room and Secretarial Offices.  The 
Theological College will require two lecture theatres, a student lounge and a 
Registrar’s office.  The north wing on the ground floor in the existing building 
has been dedicated to the Theological College. 
Below is a list of ongoing works at “The Dome”: 
 

  1. Full roof restoration. 
  2. Replace damaged kitchen, oven and hot plates (near table tennis room). 
  3. Create two lecture theatres: one to seat 48 and the other to seat 32 
students. 
  4. Create an office for the Registrar of the Theological College. 
  5. Install arched windows in the open corridor and creates a student lounge 
  6. Create on the second floor an Information Technology and secretarial office 
  7. Build large cupboards for storage on the second floor 
  8. Repairing the badly damaged bathrooms on the second and third floors 
  9. Repair water damaged ceiling on third floor. 
10. Update all electrical boards and sub-boards for safety. 
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St Athanasius Coptic Centre Building Fund 
P.O. Box 1150 
Mitcham North, Vic. 3132 
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Commonwealth Bank 
St Athanasius Coptic Centre Building Fund 
BSB: 063 159 
Account Number: 10260596 
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There is much more that needs to be completed to maintain the building 
properly, but the above ten points are an immediate need.  The work is already 
in progress and we need to raise approximately $250 000 (two hundred and fifty 
thousand) to complete this work. 
 
We pray that God may bless all your efforts and support for this important work 
for the sake of the whole community. 
 
“So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of 
necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 
Donations can be mailed to: 
 
St Athanasius Coptic Centre Building Fund 
P.O. Box 1150 
Mitcham North, Vic. 3132 
 
Direct Deposit: 
 
Commonwealth Bank 
St Athanasius Coptic Centre Building Fund 
 
BSB: 063 159 
Account Number: 10260596 
 
Local Parish Treasurer: 
 
See your local parish treasurer 
 
Online: 
 
www.thedome.org.au 
 
 
All donations over $2 are tax deductible. 
 
Thank you very much for your prayers and support. 
 
 
“The Dome” - Steering Committee 
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On  the  occasion  of 
the  55th  anniversary  
of    monasticism  of 
His   Holiness  Pope 
Shenouda  III,  Pope� 
Of   Alexandria   and 
Patriarch of  the See 
of      St.  Mark;   and  
Under  the patronage 
of  His  Grace Bishop 
Suriel, Epsajee,  with  
love,   would   like  to 
cordially congratulate 
our        pope     and  
shepherd             His  
Holiness Pope Shenouda III. And 
ask the Lord to keep him for us 
for many long years to come 
enjoying the fullness of health, 
peace, and happiness. We also 
ask the lord to support him with 
His Holy Spirit to continue his 
holy mission for the glory of the 
Lord’s name, and His Church, 
and for the salvation of His flock.  

 
His Grace Travels to Egypt 

By the Grace of God, His Grace 
Bishop Suriel travelled to Egypt 
last Tuesday 14 July to attend the 
mother Church celebrations of the 
55th anniversary of monasticism of 
His Holiness Pope Shenouda III.  
Epsajee wishes His Grace a safe 
trip.  

 

Under the Patronage of His Grace 
Bishop Suriel, St. Mina and St. Marina 
Church will be holding a spiritual revival 
according to the following program: 

 

Sunday 26 / 7 / 2009 
Liturgies at usual times 

Vespers & Sermon: Fr. Philoppos Boghdadi 
 

Monday 27 / 7 
10am - 12 noon, some of the clergy 

Vespers & Sermon: Fr. Habib-Girgis Younan 
 

Tuesday 28 / 7 
10am - 12 noon, some of the clergy 

Vespers & Sermon: Fr. Tadros Sharobeam 
 

Wednesday 29 / 7 
10am - 12 noon, some of the clergy 

Vespers & Sermon: H. G. Bishop Suriel  
 

Thursday 30 / 7 (Feast of St. Marina)  
10am - 12 noon, some of the clergy 
Vespers & Sermon: Fr. Marcos Yassa 

 

Friday 31 / 7 (Feast of St. Abanoub) 
10am - 12 noon, some of the clergy 

 

Vespers, glorification, and sermons 
(6:30pm - 8:30pm) 

 

 

Program of His Grace Bishop 
Suriel Visits to the Families 

 

Sunday 2 August  – 2:00pm 
St. Bishoy & St. Shenouda Church 

 

Saturday 8 August – 1:00pm 
St. George Church 

 

Saturday 9 August – 2:00pm 
St. Verena & St. Bishoy Church 

 

Saturday 22 August  – 1:00pm 
St. Athanasius Church 
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Revival Program of St. Marina’s Martyrdom Feast 
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 GOD IN YOUR PRAYERS 
    AND SPIRITUALITIES 

 

 HIS HOLINESS POPE SHENOUDA III 

Continued…  
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 Continued…  
But the Lord came to overthrow the 
devil and to purify the air and to make 
"a way" for us up to heaven, as the 
apostle says, "through the veil, that is 
to say, His flesh."( Heb. 10. 20 ) This 
had to be done through death, and by 
what other kind of death could it be 
done, save by a death in the air, that is, 
on the cross? Here, again, you see 
how right and natural it was that the 
Lord should suffer thus; for being thus 
"lifted up," He cleansed the air from all 
the evil influences of the enemy. "I 
beheld Satan as lightning falling," 
(Luke 10. 18) He says; and thus He re-
opened the road to heaven, saying 
again, "Lift up your gates, 0 ye princes, 
and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors." 
(Psalm 24. 7) For it was not the Word 
Himself Who needed an opening of the 
gates, He being Lord of all, nor was 
any of His works closed to their Maker. 
No, it was we who needed it, we whom 
He Himself upbore in His own body - 
that body which He first offered to 
death on behalf of all, and then made 
through it a path to heaven. Fitting 
indeed, then, and wholly consonant 
was the death on the cross for us; and 
we can see how reasonable it was, and 
why it is that the salvation of the world 
could be accomplished in no other 
way. Even on the cross He did not hide 
Himself from sight; rather, He made all 
creation witness to the presence of its 
Maker. Then, having once let it be 
seen that it was truly dead, He did not 
allow that temple of His body to linger 
long, but forthwith on the third day 
raised it up, impassable and 
incorruptible, the pledge and token of 
His victory.  
To be c ontinued…  
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