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THE INCARNATION OF

DIOCESE NEWS

THE WORD OF GOD
By Saint Athanasius the Apostolic
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Na %{Héﬂmmigraﬂon. May the Lord keep you withdatlt, loving one another with

January 2010

lotg\gd children in the lands of Immigrationtibelergy and laity,
you my sincere love to each one of yoshiwg you a joyous life in the

S0
true love, that each you be careful to edify histhoer, without offence.
| would like to congratulate you all with the staftthe New Year, and the Gloriod
Feast of Nativity. May it be a blessed and hapgryearrying to you what the birth @
the Lord carries from inspirations to the soul atgb deep spiritual memories.

The Lord Christ came as a Saviour to the worldthasangel said to the shepherds:

“For there is born to you this day in the city od\bd a Saviour, who is Christ th
Lord.” (Luke 2:11) And the Lord has said concegnhtimself that He came “to see
and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10)

In addition to all of this, He had an important sege in teaching, and in leading t
people to the knowledge of God, having said toRhther: “And this is eternal life

that they may know You, the only true God, and deSrist whom You have sent{’

(John 17:3) He also said to Him: “And | have desthto them Your name, and wi

declare it, that the love with which You loved Meaynbe in them, and | in themf

(John 17:26)
Did all of these people not know God, till Chrigtnee to tell them about Him? G

course not, for without doubt they knew His Hebreame: Elohim, Jehovah, Adong

that is, the One who is and is to be, God and LBrd.this mere knowledge of th
mind is not enough.

They knew that the One God is the Creator of heavehearth and the only One wi
works wonders. But they did not have a relationsifiphe heart with Him, even ir
their prayers! Therefore God said concerning themthese people draw near wit

their mouths and honour Me with their lips, but @aemoved their hearts far from

Me.” (Isaiah 29:13)

They had an outward worship only, without spiritaifer without a connection!! Fo
this reason God rejected their prayer. He saitiése people: “When you spread @
your hands, | will hide My eyes from you; Even tgbuou make many prayers, | wi
not hear. Your hands are full of blood.” (Isaiah3)

God desired the pure heart that is full of lovedods God and people. Thus the Lo
Christ said to God the Father: “And | have declat@dhem Your name, and wil

declare it, that the love with which You loved Meaynbe in them, and | in them/

(John 17:26) The Lord Christ came teaching peaplaut love, through His life an
words; so that they will know that God is Love dhd 4:16); and that every virtu
void of love is not accepted before God...

God desired the pure heart that is full of lovedods God and people. Thus the Lo
Christ said to God the Father: “And | have declam®dhem Your name, and wil

declare it, that the love with which You loved Meaynbe in them, and | in them/

(John 17:26)
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The Lord Christ came teaching people about loweuih His life and words; so that
they will know that God is Love (1 John 4:16); ahdt every virtue void of love is
not accepted before God... Thus He said to His glessi “A new commandment
give to you, that you love one another; as | haved you, that you also love one
another.” (John 13:34) He also said to them: “Big &ll will know that you are My
disciples, if you have love for one another.” (Jdi#135) It was said about Him that
He “loved His own who were in the world, He lovéemn to the end.” (John 13:1)
He taught them to love everyone, even the enems@sng: “But | say to you, love
your enemies, bless those who curse you, do gothwbse who hate you, and pray for
those who spitefully use you and persecute yo(Mdtthew 5:44) He explained thi
by saying: “For if you love those who love you, wiheward have you? Do not eve
the tax collectors do the same?” (Matthew 5:46)

As long as God is Love, then anyone who is far ftove is far from God...
With this we understand the meaning of prayers hat merely talking with God, of
merely a duty that we perform, instead, prayer tesire for God, as the psalmist
says in the Psalm: “As the deer pants for the watsoks, so pants my soul for You,
O God.” (Psalm 42:1)
The prayer that is distinguished by the love frdme heart to God is a spiritual
enjoyment, during which the heart enjoys the comgpainGod. The sign of this i
that when a person starts prayer, they do not wafinish it, desiring to continue ir
the enjoyment of talking with God. The ending loé tprayer to this person is lik
snatching the suckling infant from his mothersalste.

The Lord Christ offered God to people with a lovagme of heavenly Father. He
taught us to call Him saying: “Our Father Who arheaven...” He is the Father who
is full of beauty and compassion, and He is thec®af all goodness...

We love God Who gives to us without us asking, abndve what we ask. We lo
Him for He is the Good Shepherd, who makes usnligreen pastures and leads |us
beside the still waters (Psalm 23). He is the 8hepherd who said about Himself: [
will feed My flock, and | will make them lie down .l.will seek what was lost an
bring back what was driven away, bind up the broked strengthen what wa
sick...” (Ezekiel 34:15, 16) With all of this thieord Christ came as a Goo
Shepherd, giving Himself for the sheep (John 101%), He gives His sheep eternal
life, and they will not perish forever (John 10:28)
Blessed is the Lord in His incarnation, in His loie us, in His care which is
sacrificial and redeeming. We thank Him for alltbis, and glorify His Name from
now and forevermore, Amen.
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A blessed season to you all.
January 2010

(Signed)
His Holiness Pope Shenouda I
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