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The Word

22 Jan 2012

13 Tubah 1728

Visit of His Grace Bishop Paula
of Tanta to the Diocese of
Melbourne and Affiliated Regions

(25t January - 1st February 2012)

Wednesday 25t January
3:15 p.m. Arrival to Melbourne on f,
Qantas Flight QF619 from Brisbane ;;;
7-9p.m.General Family Meeting,
St. Athanasius Church at The Dome,
Donvale

Thursday 26t January

9 am. - 1 pm. Clerical Council
Appointments, Diocese

4 - 6 p.m. Clergy Meeting, Diocese

Friday 27th January

9 am. - 1 pm. Clerical Council
Appointments, Diocese
7-9p.m.General Family Meeting, St.
Mark Church, Preston

Saturday 28t January

10 a.m. — 2 p.m. Family Retreat, Mt. Eliza
6 —8 p.m. Vespers, St. George Church,
St. Albans

Sunday 29t January

9 a.m. — 12 p.m. Divine Liturgy, St. Mina
& St. Marina Church, Hallam

6 -8 p.m.General Youth Meeting, St.
Verena & St. Bishoy Church, CBD

Monday 30t January

9 am. - 12 pm. Clerical Council
Appointments

3:00 p.m. Travel to Perth on Qantas
Flight QF777 (Arrives 4:05 p.m. Local
time)

Program at Perth

Tuesday 31t January

Program at Perth

Wednesday 1st February

Program at Perth
3:55 p.m. Travel to Cairo on Singapore
Airlines Flight SQ226
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“This
beginning
of signs
Jesus did in
Cana of
Galilee, and
manifested
His glory;
and His
disciples
believed in
Him.”
(John 2: 11)
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THE RENEWAL

“In the Occasion of a New Year Start”
His Holiness Pope Shenouda lll

Feast of St. Anthony at the Monastery

St Anthony’s Monastery at Heathcote will be
celebrating the Feast of St. Anthony’s The Great at
the monastery on Sat 28 January, Starting with
Vespers at 6pm then Spiritual Vigil at 11pm followed
by first Liturgy from 4 — 6am on Sunday 29 and a
second Liturgy from 10am — 12pm. All are invited to
receive the blessing of this feast.

Opening of St. Mina & St. Marina Church
By the will of God, His Grace Bishop Suriel will be
officially opening St. Mina & St. Marina New Church
in Hallam. This will be on Saturday 4t of Feb. 2012
from 1:30 — 4pm. On this occasion there will be a
Divine Liturgy on the same day from 10am — 12
noon followed by lunch. All the congregation are
invited to attend. Congratulations to His Grace
Bishop Suriel, clergy and congregation of St. Mina &
St. Marina Church, and to the whole diocese.

Youth Summer Competitions
Youth Summer Competition 2012 will be held as
follows:
Arts Competition: due Fri 27 Jan.
Spiritual Competition: (Primary & Secondary) Sat
11 Feb (9:30am-4pm at The Dome) - (University &
Graduates) Sun 12 Feb (2pm-5pm at The Dome).
Closing Ceremony: Fri 2 Mar (7pm-9pm at St.
Mary Church).

CYC Fundraising Dinner
Coptic  Youth Channel (CYC) is organising a
Fundraising Dinner on Sun 12t Feb 2012 at L’'Unica
Receptions, 476 Brunswick Rd, Parkville at 6pm.
The Dinner will be attended by the His Grace
Bishop Suriel and Fr. Bishoy EI Antouny.
Tickets: $70 for adults and $40 for children.
For further details or booking, please contact
Veronica Gundi on 0411480522 or Joseph Rofaeil
on 0438100615.

St. Verena & St. Bishoy Church Fete
St Verena & St Bishoy Church will be holding its
annual fete on Sat 17 & Sun 18 February at St.
Neophytos Church premises, Corner Royal Parade
& Strathmerton Street, Reservoir.
All are invited to come and support the Church.
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The New Year is not only a change in the
Calendar [from year to year], but it is a
change in life to better, meaning that we start
on it a new life that is purer.The person who talked the
most about this issue of “new” is prophet Ezekiel in (Ez
18:31), (Ez 11:19), (Ez 36:25-27). He said “Cast away
from you all the transgressions which you have
committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new
spirit” (Ez 18:31). Also said that God is the One who
grants us the new heart and the new spirit so in (Ez
11:19) the Lord says “Then | will give them one heart,
and | will put a new spirit within them, and take the stony
heart out of their flesh” and repeated the same in (Ez
36:25-27) and added “Then | will sprinkle clean water on
you, and you shall be clean; | will cleanse you from all
your filthiness... | will put My Spirit within you and cause
you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My
judgments and do them”. So God since the Old
Testament wants us to have a new heart and a new
spirit so that we can walk in His statutes and His
judgment and His grace works in us. How beautiful is
His saying “I will put My Spirit within you”... this phrase
as in the New Testament! And Prophet David says in
the Fiftieth Psalm “Create in me a clean heart, O God,
And renew a steadfast spirit within me.” This means to
recreate in him a clean heart. And the newness issue
comes in everything to the extent that he says in more
than one psalm “Oh, sing to the LORD a new song!” (Ps
96:1). It Means praise with a new spirit. Not routine
praise, as the one who prays the psalm quickly without
knowing what he is saying, but a new praise that is full
of spirit, heart, passion and faith. And full of his being in
the presence of God and meekness before Him. But in
the New Testament, suffice it to say that it carries the
“new” its name. The Lord for example says to disciple in
the Eucharist Sacrament (Communion): “For this is My
blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for
the remission of sins.” (Mt 26:28) Meaning that you, in
communion, you enter in a new testament and a new
life with God, not come out of its as you are without
changing as if you did not benefit from it in anything! So
you must think of the New Year, to change to better and
pray saying: Grant me, O Lord, the new heart and the
new spirit, as you promised me both in prophet Ezekiel's
Book. And you are honest in your promises.

To be continued in the next issue...
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“The Monastic Concerns Regarding Unity
and Reconciliation of Traditions” - His Grace Bishop Suriel
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A lecture given at
St. Vladimir's Seminary, NY
Tuesday, March 17, 1998

Continued from previous issue...
Another important point | wish to make that is
evident today, is the effect of monasticism to
unite people of non-Orthodox background.
Recently | was reading a wonderful article by
Tim Vivian titled, “The Monasteries of the Wadi
Natrun, Egypt: A Monastic and Personal Journey” that was
published this month in the ‘American Benedictine Review.’
At the end of his article Tim Vivian states, “For the first time
in my eight-year monastic journey, | was connecting what |
had learned from books with what | could study in the field
and hold in my hands; for only the second time in my
academic career, | was teaching the subject | care about the
most, and | saw monastic spirituality connect with my young
students; visiting the Coptic monasteries of the Wadi Natrun
showed me the many strengths and beauties of ongoing
monastic tradition; | marvelled at the monastic renaissance
taking place in Egypt, and | could only admire these monks
and lay Christians who devote themselves to Christ in the
face of persistent adversity.” Perhaps monasticism will also
play an important role in restoring the whole Christian
Church to one faith. One flock for one Shepherd, Who is Our
Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ.
| think if we as Copts and | speaking as a monk also, if there
are any concerns we have with regards to reconciliation, it
would be with regards to the monks of Mount Athos and
some Traditionalist groups within the Eastern Orthodox
Church. The document titled, “Declaration of Mount Athos
Against Reunion with the Non-Chalcedonians” concerns me
somewhat. To go through it in detail is beyond this lecture,
but let me mention a few brief points. In this document the
eastern monks are demanding ‘the unconditional
acceptance of the Decrees of the Ecumenical Councils and
of their sacredness and universality by the Non-
Chalcedonians.” Well first of all, we were not even part of
these councils to begin with, and did not take part in the
decision making. So, how can we just accept them as such?
In a recent paper by His Eminence Metropolitan Bishoy of
Damiette, the Co-President of the Official Dialogue, he
stated, “...the Orthodox interpretation of the teachings of the
four later councils of the (Eastern) Orthodox are the same
as the doctrine of the Oriental Orthodox who have always
refused both the Nestorian and Eustachian heresies. The
two families are called to reinforce each other in their
struggle against heresies and to complete each other as one
body of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour.”

To be continued in the next issue...
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Convention

= 26thJanuary

So you're Coptic Orthodox right?

S0 what? What's the big deal? What makes your church so special?
Come ahd discover the mystery behind the iﬂ:h that is your mother.
The church that feeds you your faith.

Come and taste the bea y a{-v;our church,
and receive the gifts it kas ko offer you.

The gifts that Grod Hi.msei.f wanted you to have.
Dont miss out!




NEWS OF SACOTC

ENROLMENTS FOR SACOTC

Dear All

We would like to advise that enrolments for Semester 1 of our new Diploma in Theology
commenced Tuesday 3rd January 2012. Please go to our new website www.sacotc.vic.edu.au
to download the enrolment form. Enrolment closes Monday 13t February 2012.

As we are now a part of MCD University of Divinity, this is a new beginning for us and we
anticipate there may be some uncertainty about the procedures, so | urge you to carefully fill in
the forms as early as possible to avoid any last minute delays in processing applications.

Should you require assistance with the enrolment forms | will be allocating time each day to assist
students with any queries they have. Please call me on 9874 0388 during business hours if you
would like to make an appointment to come in.

Fees for the accredited diploma are $1098.00 per unit; however students can apply for
government assistance through FEE HELP. This is a loan from the government (i.e. it is repaid
through the tax system once your salary reaches $47,196) that is available to students to assist
with their tuition fees. Note, there is a 25% loan fee; however FEE-HELP loans receive a 10%
discount for voluntary early repayments. Please go to www. http://studyassist.gov.au for more
information about FEE-HELP.

Students intending to do the non-accredited Diploma will still need to download and complete the
enrolment form, and fees will be $250.00 per unit.

Units offered for 2012 are as follows:

Semester 1, 2012
Subject Code  Subject Lecturer
ALC113 Coptic Language 1 Dr Magdi Awad

ALG115 Greek Language (Koine) Dr Youhanna Youssef
BOT123 Old Testament 1 Dr Amir Malek
DHP144 Coptic Liturgy Dr Magdi Awad
Semester 2, 2012

Subject Code  Subject Lecturer

BNT121 New Testament Dr Amir Malek
ALG115 Greek (Koine) Dr Youhanna Youssef
DHP144 Coptic Liturgy Dr Magdi Awad
CHE130 Coptic Church History Dr Magdi Awad

We look forward to having you join us at SACOTC.

Jackie Mina

Registrar

St Athanasius Coptic Orthodox Theological College
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NEWS OF SACOTC
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SCHOLARSHIPS FOR ST MARY’S COLLEGE ALUMNI
TO STUDY AT SACOTC

St Athanasius Coptic Orthodox Theological College (SACOTC) has recently become accredited
as a Recognised Teaching Institution of the MCD University of Divinity.

To celebrate this achievement and encourage as many students as possible to come and study at
SACOTC, Very Rev. Fr Tadros Sharobeam in his capacity as Director of St Mary's Coptic
Orthodox College, has generously offered 5 new scholarships per year to alumni (former
students) of St Mary’s College! Units in the Diploma in Theology are $1098.00 each so this is a
very generous incentive indeed. The Diploma in Theology requires 8 units of study to be
completed in @ maximum of 3 years.

If you are a former student of St Mary’s and would like to enrol in the Diploma in Theology at
SACOTC, please contact Jackie Mina on 9874 0388 or registrar@sacotc.org in the first instance.
Applications for these scholarships will open on Tuesday 3rd January, 2012 and close Tuesday
31st January 2012. Semester 1 will begin on Monday 27th February.

Studying at SACOTC will have rich benefits for you personally and for our community. As alumni
of our schools, you already have an excellent grounding in religious education and we encourage
you to build on this through the study of theology.

It is from the alumni of our schools that we will raise up future Sunday School teachers, religious
education coordinators for our parishes, teachers for our schools and colleges, and clergy for our
churches. From our alumni, solid foundations will be built in Coptic faith and identity, educated
families will raise up future generations that will assure the continuity of the Coptic Church in
Australia, preserving our traditions and faith for generations to come.

Units offered for 2012 are as follows:

Semester 1, 2012

Subject Code  Subject Lecturer
ALC113 Coptic Language 1 Dr Magdi Awad

ALG115 Greek Language (Koine) Dr Youhanna Youssef
BOT123 Old Testament 1 Dr Amir Malek
DHP144 Coptic Liturgy Dr Magdi Awad
Semester 2, 2012

Subject Code  Subject Lecturer

BNT121 New Testament Dr Amir Malek
ALG115 Greek (Koine) Dr Youhanna Youssef
DHP144 Coptic Liturgy Dr Magdi Awad
CHE130 Coptic Church History Dr Magdi Awad
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ST. CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA

THEOLOGY OF MISSION
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THE INSTRUCTOR

That It is the Prerogative of the Same Power to Be Beneficent and to punish justly.
Also the Manner of the Instruction of the Logos

Continued from previous issue...
Bewailing one's fate is latent censure, and by artful aid ministers salvation as under a veil. He made
use of this by Jeremiah: “How did the city sit solitary that was full of people! She that ruled over
territories became as a widow; she came under ftribute; weeping, she wept in the night.
Lamentations” (1:1-2)
Objurgation is objurgatory censure. Of this help the Divine Instructor made use by Jeremiah, saying,
“You had a whore's forehead; you were shameless towards all; and did not call me to the house, who
am your father, and lord of your virginity.” (Jeremiah 3:3 - 4) “And a fair and graceful harlot skilled in
enchanted potions.” (Nahum 3:4) With consummate art, after applying to the virgin the opprobrious
name of whoredom, He thereupon calls her back to an honourable life by filling her with shame.
Indignation is a rightful upbraiding; or upbraiding on account of ways exalted above what is right. In
this way He instructed by Moses, when He said, “Faulty children, a generation crooked and perverse,
do you thus requite the Lord? This people are foolish, and not wise. Is not this your father who
acquired you?” (Deuteronomy 32:5 - 6) He says also by lIsaiah, “Your princes are disobedient,
companions of thieves, loving gifts, following after rewards, not judging the orphans.” (Isaiah 1:23)
In fine, the system He pursues to inspire fear is the source of salvation. And it is the prerogative of
goodness to save: “The mercy of the Lord is on all flesh, while He reproves, corrects, and teaches
as a shepherd His flock. He pities those who receive His instruction, and those who eagerly seek
union with Him.” (Sirach 18:13-14) And with such guidance He guarded the six hundred thousand
footmen that were brought together in the hardness of heart in which they were found; scourging,
pitying, striking, and healing, in compassion and discipline: “For according to the greatness of His
mercy, so is His rebuke.” (Sirach 16:12) For it is indeed noble not to sin; but it is good also for the
sinner to repent; just as it is best to be always in good health, but well to recover from disease. So He
commands by Solomon: “Strike your son with the rod, that you may deliver his soul from death.”
(Proverbs 23:14) And again: “Abstain not from chastising your son, but correct him with the rod; for he
will not die.” (Proverbs 23:13)
For reproof and rebuke, as also the original term implies, are the stripes of the soul, chastising sins,
preventing death, and leading to self-control those carried away to licentiousness. Thus also Plato,
knowing reproof to be the greatest power for reformation, and the most sovereign purification, in
accordance with what has been said, observes, that he who is in the highest degree impure is
uninstructed and base, by reason of his being unreproved in those respects in which he who is
destined to be truly happy ought to be purest and best.
“For if rulers are not a terror to a good work, how shall God, who is by nature good, be a terror to him
who sins not? If you do evil, be afraid.” (Romans 13:3-4) says the apostle. Wherefore the apostle
himself also in every case uses stringent language to the Churches, after the Lord's example; and
conscious of his own boldness, and of the weakness of his hearers, he says to the Galatians: “Am |
your enemy, because | tell you the truth?” (Galatians 4:16) Thus also people in health do not require a
physician, do not require him as long as they are strong; but those who are ill need his skill.

To be continued in next issue...

Continued from previous issue...

Suggested targets to approach:

1. Individuals or groups who have not, as yet, been
introduced to the Lord Jesus.

2. Church leaders who are longing to follow the apostolic
way and who accept joining an apostolic church.

3. Peoples who have no shepherd, church nor a source of
knowledge.

4. Independent churches established by leaders without any
one to be concerned about them and who are on the verge
of falling in the world.

5. Nominal, or seemingly Christians from all denominations.
6. Homes for the disabled and the elderly.

7. Patients in hospitals, orphanages, refugees and those
who are in hospices.

8. Male and females colleagues in schools or universities.

9. Family members who are away from the Lord’s fold and
the Church.

10. The Christians who have been distracted by politics and
worldly affairs.

Leadership in the life and ministry of the evangelist and
his attempt towards changing the target to the better
Leadership is the influence of a certain person (leader) on a
group of people (followers), to influence their path and
activities in a certain situation leading them to a common
goal. The leader has an influence upon the followers and
leads them; the followers also have a reciprocal influence

upon the leader.

No doubt, the influence of the leader and his effectiveness
on the lives of the followers results in the change in their
attitude, values, perceptions, behaviours or the combination
of all these. In addition, the influence of the leader leads to
the control and discipline of the followers or putting pressure
(for the better) on them.

The loftiest and noblest aim for the leader is to lead his
followers to the way of victory and closeness to God, to train
and educate them. The leader conveys to them his
experiences and gradually prepares them for the art of
leadership, to enable them to become missionaries
(evangelists) or ministers who serve the Word and catch
many people for Christ. Such, can be achieved through
planned guidance in leadership skills. Sell, tell, participate
and delegate:

Present them with the Good News; tell them what to do,
participate with them in the practice of worship and in
becoming closer and closer in union with God, make
ambassadors with them, delegate them for a mission and
send them for evangelism or to ministry. To be continued...
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